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PREFACE.

The Christadelphiaus are becoming more known cvery day.
Where known, they are ‘‘everywhere spoken against,” like the sect
spoken of in Acts xxvi). 22. This is due, in a great measure, to
ignorance of their faith and the grounds of it. To dispel this ignorance
and introduce earnest people to the glories of Bible truth, the following
lectures were recently delivered in Birmingham, by special
arrangement, in the order in which they appear in this pamphlet.
Those who heard them were impressed with the idea that they were
calculated to produce this effect, and that it ought not to be confined
to the actual hearers, but extended generally by publication. Repeated
requests having been made for their publication, they are now sent
forth in printed form, with the hope and prayer that bouest hearts
groping dismally in the embarrassments of popular theology on the
one hand and scientific unbelief on the other, may be led by their
means to find in the truth revealed in the Scriptures that rest and
hope and joy that many have found before them.

ROBERT ROBERTS.,

Athenanm Buildings, Edmund St .
Birmingham, May 29th, 1883.



FIRST LECTURE.

By (Lare *“trE REV.”) MR. J. T, CHaMpERLIN.

‘“WHY I LEFT THE METHODIST MINISTRY AND BECAME A
CHRISTADELPHIAN.”

.. I must, in this lecture, beg to be excused for making so.
frequent use of the personal pronoun “L” I know it is.
‘usually intolerable to hear a man constantly talking about
‘hiwmself ; egotism and pretence being amongst the most
sickening of human failings. And I would not refer to my
own case at all but for certain pressing reasons. For I do.
not suppose that the world at large cares two straws what 1
am, whether Methodist or Clnlstadelphmn nor that it cares
for the reasons which have induced my change of position.
But I thought that perhaps the considerations which have
been sufficient to lead me where I now stand might serve for
the guidance of at least some anxiouns and earnest ones;
and then, again, I Znow that many thoughtful persons in
orthodox circles are serionsly disturbed and diss: wisfied, un-
able to find mental repose in their traditional belifs. 1
know that my case is only one of many as far as theological
uneasiness is concerned. There is much uncertainty “and
misgiving in  the ministerial world.  And are the
people restful and happy in the dogmas or negations
of clerical theology? I know there are wany who are
not. Andsol hope that, in talking of myself, it may not be-
annoying, but profitable, to hear of one who, through much
mental tribulation, has come into theological peace, who-
believes that in the interpretation of the Scriptures which is
peculiar to Christadelphians in this age, he has found the
true ground of human hope, and the sullicient motive of
human endeavour. -

1 may fuwrther say that nobhmtr but the oftrepeated
blows of conviction could in my case have broken the lnks
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which atbached me o vy Methodist and ministerial Jife,
and foreed me Lo a sitnation which 1= and must be for a tong
timey one ol social sufloring and loss. T am not repining.
11 old aszociations ave hoing dissolved, Tam forming new ones.
I have tessomoney, T ohace more peace, LEmy late friends
shake theiv headsy saying “rash and foolish man, I doubt
not he will -"wL this \tq-p "my breast confains a voice that
witnessee € well dane.”  The fact. is {o me the froth coneern.
ing God and ”:s prrpoze for the world is move precious than
rubies, and J, too, wonld count all things as loss for the excel-
Jeney of this knowledge of Jesus Christ my Tord. 1 indeed,
(what is to me) the frath involved far deeper sacrifices than
l have heen ealled upon to make, I condd have no hesitation

v choosing it for my portion sllH, and clinging to it the
more as 1 eould eling Lo other things the less.

Before T begin to apeak of my progress towards  the
trath, T think T had hetter say, in as few words as possible,
what the central wmatter) the heart or cove of Christadelphian
inforpretation is, so that if to any of you this interpretadion
te quite a new thing, you may, hy seeing the conclusions to
which | wns tending, realise my mental progress beftor.  OF
cotrse, [ did notoreach the Clivistadelphian position at one
alep, but the crandeny of the trnth is fte completeness and
when vou have taken onestep in the right direetion you have
only to keep pursuing, and all the truths which cmnplobg the
beautiful cirele, will diselose themszelves in due time. At
the risk, then, of encoundering prejudice, I woulid say that
we helieve, as anadler of Seviplure interprelation, and not of
lnieu specalatfong Ahat the gospel or the good tidings for
the vaee 1= 207 {hat Jesus Chirist died as yonr substitule that
your disembodied spirit might he saved from a torturing
hell to a hiappy heaven, but that Goed intends to transform this
earth tnto a Howy vrace of halitalion, and this by means of
Jesns, who is anointed to administer a Heavenly empire in
the carth for the blessing of all the families of mankind.

It is, in our view of what the Scriplure teaches, a very
partial and misstaled account of the glad tidings, that Christ
died us the sinner’s substitate ; partial inasmuch as the suger-
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ngs of Christ do not in the Scriptures form the highest
_matter of the frlud tldm"s this relating rather to & Hza GLORY
%}ﬁltua lfollow,’ and 1msstated, umenmdl as thoufrh the
1y gulfering hust daes foym part of the Uospel it is noL asa
,‘;u‘beqtutg, hut 15 the rep: esentativg of the race. I ﬁufi that
l,f]e Blble ‘puts before us as the object (L]u, clncf ~object) of
: uy l)ope and faitl,, certain glovious Hhings, which are to be
reall§ed in due mme in the Cdltll wlmh t]lll]“‘a are specifically
coptapled n wh.zt, are ¢alled over and over agalu, i Pro-
;MISES while the model u pulpit, tle.ttuw these as metaphors,
‘flxrects our faith melely 10 the Cross of Christ as the glad
ftldm(rs ‘which ‘it is not, though related. To us, the veri-
_tab]e symbol of the gospel is the crown of Ghrist; to the pulpit
.;,euerally, lis cross. I cannot put, in one blu,f sentence, the
“whole substantial difference between thisgospel and that which
‘T had been accustomed 10 hear from my childhood, but when
you start from this focalised statement of the truth
‘thai’ God jutends to administer on the earth, by Jesus
'ang)mted a kingdom of Heavenly order, then follow that
statement out llnouﬂrh the whole radius of its correlated
tl‘llthb copcerning the promises made to the fathers, the
national electlon of the Jews, the past establishment of a
,theocrauy in the earth, the teaching of the prophets as to the
downfall and revival of the ]\m‘rdom of God, the past coming
of Christ to do a priestly and plepamtmy work, the second
counnﬂ in luufr]y authority and power, the resurrcction of
those who have been sleeping in the dust awaiting judgment,
the change to immortality of Christ’s approved fncnd\, and
their entrance with him upon the functions of the Heavenly
control, the glory that shall then rise and spread and flow
till it covers the whole earth, the felicity of the age ensuing
ing in the complete extinction of sin; \V]lOL\'el Is .ay,
f(?llows out these things from the central truth of the glad
tidings, will find that clerical teathing of all schools has
shifted the ground of hope from the Lhmtrs which God has
promised on every page of the ‘Sulptmc:., old and new, to
fancies and conceits which ave partly baptised paganisms,
and partly strained interprotations of u few isolated texts.
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At deast:thig is -what T have foind 5 and‘tiow I will 4ry=ta
explain-howit begiin. td dawn dpon'mesr T :chn't expentins
carry ‘yoit in‘conviction with; me in allithe points I shalb rbfée
t0; 86 thislecturé Will be mtre a-narrative than s txgutienti .
But please remeniber that no-:oneitof iryou could- be:smore:
repelled from the:doctring T noiv ‘endorse; than T wad svhén-
first: it-was submitted to ‘my attention, for. cufious: to relate;”
while I was quite a youth, these very dodtriries: wére!brotight”
to my ‘notice by onb whb is’still a:brother in.the truath;; bat
instead ‘ofi-carefully - considering ' them, ¢ I ‘was indignant-at.
the thought' of -them -being:true, arid went-through my:Biblg
from béginningto end With a vieir-to find those tdkts whieh;
sliould refute thé heresy. .Iam amuded now at theselectiof®
of texts - wlhich' I then madé] and astonithed that I ‘¢could et
see'their irrelevancy. ~So-do!nct prefjudge the case as-Tididy
but:remémber that Protestantisin itself wasi once .in'the posj=
tion in which Christadelphiah intbrpretationinow stands; vizy.
starting up-in the face of an-existiiig’ Christendomi and abls
ingin qUeqtlou those thirgs made- venerablé by leamm dlctls
ture, the conserit of many’ minds, -andthe traditions- of thie
church through ages. -1 will not trouble: yoius wih dates; buy
will simply say that. good whilé ago T began to-be: mentb.liy
nncertain nsito- the truth of the. doctrine of-eternal: punislix;
ment.e It‘was Edward White’s well-known: bodk -on.Filafe.
in Christ ? that first started -dottbterin my inind in-regardtq;
this. -:T ought to siy it was'not $o much endless punjshniénty
as endléss sin, that- gave me gravesdoubts. Of 'course, sifrgofr
have a condition of sin,’ you: ‘muist have a state of. puhishxiont.
to correspond ivith it.: Lul; it Wag the :suppésition of urnendy
ing sin thatstaggeted me.: Now,. if it is{hot-true: tlmtpmi‘
in' God’s world shall- per petuate tself: for: every{ and-if m
Seriptures:do not say that it-shall;tlien:éndless : painishmeénd
fall$ to;the ground, for "puhis’.hme'nt cannot ‘exist: where sim
riok s+t Now T did’ hdb rely rhuchion the: philosophical rimp
bahility-ithat: God;- whose:iglovy is that' ) He:is Holy,~shbulg:
creatd wiaiiverse lmowmﬂ that /sif-ivould; bé! an' eve‘rlast"_
fact tonfrontidg: Hin: ahd defying Him through; all‘the‘leng; i
of His own etermty, though'T venture torsay.thdat suth e sng
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{position! iz incredililoybuti: Ioelied: cliiefly :oni théiunaninous
itestimgny of: the Scriptures.that:sinl ehall:finallyibe destioyed,
ithatrGod: at - Jassi shall (be uLn:ni ’ALLuld.ake, for mstan(.e,
aulisispatementdn -1 GCor.: xv 24th andi25th: verses:{i How
z‘(.‘.anumn)’onéu-l‘econcﬂe +thig with ithle endless: ,e‘usl.encu of
;vwlw.d andirebellipus.spirits .« Ol if anything.inore couclusive
feansl:be ifound,: take . Heb.isii. 4, where.imot -ouly . is
iddath.destroyedsiibut . it, .too; is - destroyed that - las
vt:hel po\ver*ofddeahh,Jt,hal.‘ is the devil.'.. Well, if the devil is
deotroyedl by -Chuist (whatever Imterpletatlon of *“devil”
ybtl ‘faka), it.;cannot:- be the agent .or.instrumént of an.ever-
}é‘stmg inflictionion .wicked ‘nen.;: .Again John. testilies.that
piChrist-wasi manifested . to destroy the works of the devil”
,(ﬂ:erhn iiit 8).+ If then, sini is the great work of: the- devil,
*ghd;(]hush:ls manifested to destroy.sin, and this . is tbbblfle(l
aip and again, how ean siu:be an eternal . fact, and so .low
g;annt, -be etemally punished.%. .1n.this lecture, I do.not pre-
gﬁé‘nd tasubmit;a tithe of the bcnphure evidence for the . truth
illhold, but. to.indicate. . the lines of .enquiry on which, my
\ndxan; and 801 remark that. it .was the frequent, the ve-
gated; the funaninious . testimony. of ‘Scripture that sinners
id jsinishould be.- destxoye(l~clesbxoyctl even as Peter says,
14 NATURAL BRUTE ‘BEASTs ” are destroyed (1 Peter ii. 12) ;
Wcéthel with the faet. that blxele ‘was.. nothing :but a -sup-
xf‘psed. grammatical necessity for making the. bcuptmes affirm
gndless:punishment, ithat 1 gave -up the most incredible
'lpgma the intallect of man has ever sought -to maintain. 1
gonfess that, for;some time, I stuck fast over the usual argu-
jhents employed te. uphold - this falsehood—the fire that is
mquenchable-—the smoke that ascends for ever and ever—
worm that dieth not—the word * everlasting ” and so-on ;
bnt, son:-.due cousideration, there was nothm(r in these to
odify the: Scnpbme teachmn that sin is to be vanquished,
nd isinnersi-to be’ dcstvoyed I found that the orthodox
3 ]]BIS hudnt,ommltted two blunders in regard to future pun-
ent, viz.; they liad taken out of it the elenient the Scrip-
tes-insist upon -as being part of it, the literal fire ; and had
g_lt in the element of etelniby of which the Scripture knows
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nothing, nothing, that is, when the popular meaning of tllB;"
word aron is 1‘0meml)e1ed viz., the endless.

It was then I began bo be suspicious about another ponﬂ;'
of popular Leachmg which I saw lent a certain sanction, and
afforded a degree of strength to this doctrine of endléss phn-
ishment, viz., the natural lmmmhht) of man. If mah 1St
needsllvo for ever, it is efx':y then to find ground for his beln“
punished for ever, but if man is, as to lm entire natnré, i
thm'_f of a few ﬂnninw years, whose hreath goetli Torth 'mxl
e is no move, then 56 Will be hard to find vxound for Il
suffering endless pain. Now, I soon found in’searching the
Scnptul(ﬂ for the truth as to the nature of mai, that’ humdﬂ
nature is represented as staggering under a law of deathi
which involves his ent/re bema, and does not ennpl) relate or
apart of it. 1 found the most astounding ignorance Anll
pevversion of Seripture on this point. ¢ Soul 7 \vas taketd th
mean the higher constituent part of human nattiré, sSuPERIOH 10
DECAY, and 1nvolvm<T Immortality. ¢ Life” and “death” W
taken to mean fchuty and woe, and every text that'codld e
found bearing on the future state was emplo_) ed to pmve
man must 11\'<, for ever.  All this is not surpnsmrr wheu we
remember that men have been édicated to bDelieve, sn‘c )
things,  and when we remember how it flatteis human pl‘ e
to say that man possesses immortality. I admit ‘that 1!:.13
more surprising thab sc hohus, who know, well wlmt ‘Worlls
mean, should use them in a sense radically wrong abid’ é—
leading. But this only proves that we il ought to Took fir tie
meanings of words ourselves, trusting to nobod) s slovenliness.
It isan easy task and very ploﬁtable Well, I found’ th’\t thb
Scriptures gave no countemance to this doctring of ‘Y4’
natural nnmmtaht\' It is therein affirméd that God’ aﬁ%
possesses 1t (1 Timothy vi. 16) ; that man. must donk fm“zt
by patient continuance in well- dom<T (Rom. ii. 7); that in
death nan is extinet (Iszuah xliii. 1/), that' hig thonbht‘s.
his love, his hate, ave’ perished (Eccles. ix. 5-6)} that ifi
respect of dying hc has no pre-eminence over a be'xst (Lcclé :
iii. 19); that, if he rise not, he is perishied (1 Cor. xv.’’
that he is dusteorganised bv Spirit, and retifus to dust when
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T: §p] ﬁpqwel 1? withdrawn (Psalm ciy, 29-30) ; ihat the
wicked-abide in death (Psa]m xlix.}, and. ‘the "ood put on
] he I¢ net.tlon (1 qu xv. §3)." -
(fp‘k’%:})ﬁ}’ fx i)é}lt of i a man is 1mmortal the>n the Ianuuaan
)“Jlﬁ putzz, mg indeed, for thal: language is very d1f
: inf}oml ?vhat is popl]lar]y employed to descmbe hnman
“;Hq l §Qme gcholars admit that the Blb]e does not tpac]z
',}mn%o#ﬂ i yh})u coh’pen}d tha;; it qsqumeb lt. ‘ I faney
3t nd not the’ Blble, fort e, eqmva~
st,jpf }_ r}x)ngméyi%gi,]‘i y! may ‘In ‘vain be soqnht f01 the niis
‘r.»&?ﬁ Imony, s b a; man, ‘and not’ a hart of- man is'a
4 ﬂ'}}}‘e prfj dl}st W‘hlch the breath of God has ammated and
Blggd it c%m}non w1th other llvnw cncatules Althou«h

395154?7%;% rm 4 beli 1qve1 in lmm.m 1mmoxtuhty as any, of
| J0AY.. b nl imagineil I lmdzﬂulptule warrant for
jeving in 1t, t now found that H: Was a mele opmlon,

e, ?pmlo,ns,‘ had
RS laﬁlon, It wa 1, addlt.lonal mattex to find “that the
T )c/ql p{ccoqnt of an answered exnctly to the observations
y pisyqi),oo ¥.;1n refelence to ‘him, and completely escaped
#he crity 1sn,‘xs of mateuahsts‘ as bemr' beside the mark.” ‘Mr.
]W]lo V'S, tract, " H'ts man a 'soul ?” would have to be re-
yritten, ,fo; its stnctuzes do not apply to the Bible doctrine
h })7e squl, apd every "other materialistic xmpeachment of the
i ;?u}p.}l not;lon,s of ‘the soul has no point nor force when con-
q}el in Irelahgn, to;the Biblg doctrine. That doclrine is not
an.haa soul but, that man #s ‘a soul, soul simply
s, D}Pu,ff,h‘(lf’ .belll" 80 that every living bem(r is a'soul,
ﬁh 18 what, thg Blble both says and 1mphes Tnstead of
Jde wqrd o fsoul ” cp.rryuw with it the iden of immortality,
: -,P§a]nllst (xhx 15) aﬂ‘hm; that it is ‘the soul that is.
emed;f: om tlzg gmve, and Paul says the same (1 Cor. xv.
,,,}y)hqr ‘tht J§ spwn in death ie described as a natural,
?Z -body, .So. that, whlle egon] ” "enemlly and ‘most.
Y m ans “living being,” "iv is sometimes emnployed ' to
1 ah ﬂ. qu thqt once was hvuw but is now dead ; and so,
inHaggai 1. 13, and elsewhexe the Hebrew word soul is
franslated dead body.
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But all this i ignored by the multitude of teachers and
scholars alike, who, while professing deference {o the Bible,
o on platitudinizing ahout man’s *“ precious ” and *“immor-
tal ¥ gonl o their profound jgnorance being proved by this—
that the Bible teaches, Lst, that bhe soul is the man himeelf;
2nd, that he is neither precions nor immortal until resurrec-
Aton and acrquitial in judgment have made him so.  To show
how earelocelv the Bihla is read. even by professional men,
it is acaumed that when it is «aid that man wasg made in the
image of God, it means that he was made immortal.  The
logie mud Lhe exegesis ave equally surprising.  [f reference
had been made o the explanatory texts in lphes. iv. 24 and
Col. 111 10, it wonld have been seen at once that the Serip-
tural account of this image is that it lay in those snpreme
aoral qualilics which are the crown and ¢lory of human nalure.

The natwal immortality  of man  is the foundation
stone of ost of the unseriptural theology of the azes, and
when to me this dogima was proved false, nearly every other
doctrine I hiad held for truth hegan to tremble in its place
and to threaten o fall. Foras T was convineed that man
when dead, weas dead, and was not, as the ehief part of his
nature, alive and conscions, my mind ran on in questions
dike these o f when o man dies he is dead and buried, then
can it be tyue that he goes either to heaven or to hell?  Ts
thers anything Seriptaral in these ideas 7 What is Heaven ?
What is Tell 7 What Seripture proof is there as to men
going o one place or the other?  When 1 made a close
search for answers  to such guestions, wy mind was
apened 1o a gisantic and extraordinary delusion prevailing
over the great majority of Christian people, and of which I
had hitherto heen acomplete vietim. T found that the Scrip-
ture doctrine of the kingdom of God, or kingdom of Heaven,
had heen completely subverted by pagan ideas about a dis-
rmbodied residence in a celestial world ; that while retain-
ing some of the Seriptural phrases about the kingdom, the

7deas had been transferred from a glorions Instorical fact to
be realised in due time in the earth, to a shadowy philosophi-
al fiction which had not the slightest Seriptural foundation.
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what the apostle calls * thé restitution of allithings,” became.
so Dbright, so real, so worthy of God,:and withalisoiprobdbly:
near at-hand thao.my heart rejoiced within me. : i l] s
As for the' “heaven ”:of . pagan-. derivation;..I never
could make much of ity and I was not sorry to- part- with: it
There was nothing real about it hut the name. - It could pnly;
be deseribed by forsaking the Seripture and resorting: to.ims .
agination with an apologetic misuse of the well-known passage
(1 Corinth. -ii. 9}« live hath not- seen, &c.” | Whereas the
hope of the believer is n definite  hope of Israel;” detinite.ag”
to time; locality, and all the principal facts and-circumstagces
of itssubstance. .Onr heaven is a heavenly order.of:things
which will be onr: “inheritance,” and - which will obtainiin
a certain -land . called ‘‘the land. of .prowmise,? :which
order will be instituted - and -maintained by . all . thoge
who  qualify. themsclves by belief - and: -obedience,:of
the truth:  :As to Hell, [ learned that it' was either theigraye,
or an engulphment in a fiery destruction-that would. put an
ond to sinners after the analogy: of that which: consumed
Nadab and Abihu in the days- of -Moses. ...The .Gehenna
of - the: New - Testament  refers .. to - the -'é.con_sumpt.iye
action- of God’s wrath, which. will,: in. the day;rofy; the
Lord, devour his adversaries; ileaving -them, as. Malachi gdysy
“neither roob norshranch.,” Tt is only. a- metaphysical;guibble :
when it is objected - that it:is impossible -for. anything that"
exists to suffer-absolute destruction. . For:wo. do.not. .talk jof
absolute ! destruction, or destruction of substance, but :are
only saying that the orgamised creature- calied a man,-beings
sinnery is now dissolved, or perished under the.punitiyg/in-
flictions of God’s wrath. - With this'meaning; Jesus.sajdiff for
it is better that one:member should perish- than; that-thy
whole bodyy should bo cast into Gelenna.”, + When,,yon|.haye’
got- the iden of *“ perishing ” in the case. of .the:!f ong memg
ber,” you know what it means by the.* whole body ji;being
“east-into I1ell.” So, in:placovof'shadowy»spaculatiopsi'_a(lpml,t
‘“another world,” with its - supposed . “glory.”. and..{} oufer
darkness,” T had grasped the truth.that Heaven is the palage
of God—Hell the tomb of sin—and:tlie - Kingdom .of Heaven
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6o, the/ i1l s of: Glvist!) with:'his ‘People: over all- the
‘b bfdefalfilent oftha predictions: of all ‘the propliets,i of
‘Whom Daniel, miy46itaken: asia’ representative,whosays;
WiFRY, ¢ andvighékingdoni and dominion land the greatiiess
off thevkitigdom! usider ‘the: whdlé - Ieivén shall:begiven:to
fHepbdple F thetsaints: of the Most High, whose kingdom
WHmevetlasting kingdom;:and all rulers shall'serve Him.”
‘Qfseoutsé Tuhad to examine those texts i which- it is supposed
‘ptbofiis - fodnd ‘that the-deceaséd daints are. gone :to glovy.
‘Buothig sleasdecElijal’si departure-—the thief’ on:the- cross
‘22 ¢helepobr nian: -Eazarug—Panls: :anticipations of reward,
‘buttedet text foll into easy intelligibility with the truth onthe
‘gdbjéetlo [Thefadt: is; no doetrine should: be based upou
.thédisterpretation of oceasional texts] but seeing ' that one of
‘thed naliti - rensons  for:a: revelation: is to' disclose God’s pur-
}%seh’)tblihhi‘hgfﬁturihy,’tvhe' wlhiolo bearing of that revelation
mustybelremembered)i if we: would undérstaud the - truth
#énéérhing the futureidife. LR TR

boWhen:this!i-complied with, it is perfectly evident thut
God:is prephking-theléarth for-a glorivus futuie, inswhich
Iandiea people=-a tlwone-—a- king—an admiunistration:are to
Hé! instraanlental! in'ipromoting ‘the highost. ends of lunan
Welfurdosledling up:to the destruction:of sin, and the aboli-
fﬁddfb'l)ilﬁi‘gr‘inﬁ‘htbendant’,:‘death.‘ Wihoever understands this,
W18 Tbalievesall-‘who! williattend to what- is testified in the
Wholelof the!Seripturés may: understand it, will find no-diffi-
gultyiih seeing Huw the texts in question full-inj and face thie
Saudboway with thé general line'of : Scripture, -+ ... i
~IlWhdeves conies-to:doubt -the: natural immortality of men,
stddd&fairly in' the' way.of-having his orthodoxy shaken; and
whodver liagfdomie to understand the Bible -doctrine of the
kiﬁﬁddm-’_,ofl('}i)"ﬂ: bids fairto yrasp the-whole'gospel of Christ.
Trhdd by thistine satisfied myselfithat aman-is  mortal; and
thatdin theBible'heaven aid the: Kingdom of Heaven were
Vet distintet things,w I-had !learned to reject:that notion of
v’ kingdom ‘of Heaven which -says it is Chiist reigning.in -
theldfbarts of lils people'now, for- this did not. answer to the
ﬁréﬂic‘ﬁo‘ns‘ofithe -Oldi Pestament ‘concerning that kingdom,

e




16 THE CHRISTADELPHIANS

and T had learned to doubt that gospel which might still be a
gospel, thongl the 014 Testament had not Deen writlen, nor
its history ]mmmnml. thongh Abralinm had never lived, nor
any promises heen made 1o the fathers, nor Jesns Christ been
horn in the line of David.  For the ]mpn] w gospel lepends
on none of these facts, and instead of affirming with Paul
“none ofher thinas then those arhich the prophets an:l Moses did
sy showdd eome,” the curvent gospel can find nothing bni au
oceasional iltusteation in Moses and the prophets, useful for
its teaching. 1t shakes its head dubiously over these earlier
portions of Revelation, and can make nothing of them ;
while the more “advanced” tell ns plainly that in the Jewish
forecasts of the Old Testament we have nothing more than
the earnest and pions aspirations of that nation which wxll
probably never be fulfilled.

Well, when Thad got so fary T hegan to enguire who is to
mhesit this Kingdom of God, and what are the terins and
means of adimission into it. Tn answering these questions,
there ave very few persons who silnplv address themselives
to interpret the Word of God. Tt is supposed to be a
very diffien]lt matter o explain, and so it is, when the
human mind is pre-oceupied by unseriptural ideas.  All the
more necessary is it that we should cease our speculations,
and aceept what iz wrilten. It is here particularly that
the doctrive of immortality comes in to warp the wind,
and prevent discernmeni of the trutl. For that truth s
simply this, that enly those are admitted to the Kingdom
of Heaven who are the subjects of justification (and this
by faith), resuivection, approval in judgment, and immot-
talisation ; whereas, according to current theology, the great
bulk of the Inuman race, bemxr “immniortal,” finds its way to

“olory,” as it is cnllcd, on the strength of that, without
veference to those five Diblical requisites. Current theo-
logy, not knowing what the kingdom of Heaven medns,
sends all the heathen there, or quc]l as have tried to llve
aceording to the light of nature. It finds a place therein
for all 'rum] dn]drvn and tl'ur:p]ants the pretty flowers of
infancy to “the bebtm land,” without any hesitation what-
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ever A miserably illiterate and serappy misise ol Serip-
tulle ls,,lesoyt | to, wlth a vlew ofyhuduw some gublhority
f v, all t},us, as \\fhen Maxh x. is quofed, * Suffer, the little
¢ 1ldr;,n to, come unto me, and forbid tl\uu not, for of
sqqh is: tTJe kingdom of God,”s to xlmw l;lmb lllf«lllbs form
pa;é;oﬂ the | populatlon. aud the ,sociely "termed the. km\r-
doql of God. " All tlns (,OII\GS ‘of the falsehood that. human
nature; "such 4 precious tlnnq, that it must survive, and
soa place must, be found for it in the world to come.

Now nothing like this could have lmppulcd if it had been
undensbood t]mt. the <r101y of hwman nature is as Llu, flower
of tlle field; t.]ldt wan’s life is a vapour; a wind, failing
1 a tale soon told, and that entire nations of men are
n glle estunate of God ‘as but the dregs of a bucket. No
mistake such as this could avise were it wnderstood that the
kingdom. of Heaven. is not a state of angelic pleasure, far

way from the stufe of the world, but an order of things in
z[he mldat ‘of, and ‘over all the tluomrm(r nations, in whicl
ab e m;d authonsed men in the pufe(,t ux]oyment of immor-
tal powels ‘will govern, and )nd%, and beneficently protect
mank;nd Is this a work for babes, however sweet?  For
the heathen however noble? [If the Scriptures are to e
trusted no one ‘will  obtain  admission into chat
Hl?larqhy, but le wlho has, belicved and obeyed the (/(l\ptl
FOl only in tlns way cin human nature be justified from sin,

d 80 freed from the law of sin and deatl, The gospel
must be }1ea1d bdxeved obeyed. The glad Ll(llll”a are not

lap, tidings to those who have uever heard them, or if they
are, why pubhsh them? Read Dlaul’s argument in Rom.
x, 8:15 verses, and then say if the heathen ave justified with-
out the hearing and belief of the truth.  And if the heathen
10t, then on what testimony, or on what principle, are
mn tis or idiots justified ¢ Do you say it is horrible to think
ti)ort God shou}d cut them off from participating in futwre
hf ; Not more, horrible” than that he should cut them ofl
f;pm an average hum.ul life, which we know e does. = The
ﬁa(,t 1s ‘none are admitted to the Lmrrdom of  God save those
who. 'have been ‘qualified for life by acccptnw the promises or
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glad tidings, and whose ctanest efforts to live accordingly
shall prove that their faith was not a sham. Tt is a kind of
survival of the fittest in a religious sense.  They whio have
not heard or read the promises ave irvesponsible as to tliem,
there will be no place for them at Christ’s judgment seat ;
they will, therefore,  perish without law ” (Rom. di. 12.) If
all this is =hocking to the orthodox mind, it is because that
mind has been trained to a false conception and estimate.of
human nature, which caunot reconcile ttself to the idea of the
wholesale destruction of “immortals.”  Whereas, if it were
aunided by Seripture teaching, it would know that wman’s short
lease of life js the result of sin, and that sin is a fotally
destructire agent of all who are not righteous, without re-
card to numbers, as may be seen when Noal’s family alone
was saved in all the world, or when Caleb and Joshua only
were saved of the generation that left the Jand of Ligypt.
But T found that when *belief ” was insisted upon:in
orthodoxy, it was such a helief that the apostles would thave
sprirned and denied.  The person of Chuist, as distinguished
from the doctrine of Christ it is said, is that in which man
must helieve. There is a good deal of mystical trash written”
and spoken abhent trusting in a “living Christ,” losing sight
of the fact that the living Christ is nofling to us at all apart
from the truth concerning the Anointed. For ¢ Christ” isnot
a personal name, but a title in which we recognise the bearer
as God’s official ——Christed unto this end, viz., the confirming
of the promises made mnto the fathers.  And he only las
faith in Christ on whom these traths and promises thus con-
firmed have laid such hold, that now all love and labour
reach forth and bend toward “the recompense of reward.” .
The more I was determined to let the Scriptures spesrk
for themselves and {o abide by what they said, the farther
I got from the beaten paths of theology. I had formed the
habit of searching the Scriptures, and I found that my’sys-
tem of religions belief required complete reconstruction. Not
here and there only, but everywlhere the warping influence
of tradition was clearly detected.  From the foundational
truths concerning God, to the precepts which form Christ’s
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‘ fﬂiid&lt’eode,ﬂ Ilba\nie—to tho sonclusionsthat Christendom: was
_'btayl # Fotlinstanes; I found: $hat.the:touth.las: to: Gad. iis
stimt Hiyriysalsolutely-ong, both as:ito:personand lessence,
Gamdiyhet-F esubi:Ghyistrwasidivine; as beiiig the: manifestation
idPathbrin:liuman nature. !t The Smh,oerod was-born
I JéLukeh) 35), ithe Seriptural.ground - of ithat august
Jiérin i higidivine coriception,: undex the- . ovexalmdow—
: Lol bllhlglmsh~ ‘his: pleniary investment 'by the Holy
ERpititiatohis lbaptism;i and his begetial fronr.theidead by the
i eSI(John izl /84 ;' ‘Romans::i. 4)..-All- this -is- vastly
" different from!the » opulm notion tliat thenSpn -of God: was -
“he'sacond persomibf winsoequal Trinity, and ;that iwhat.-was
shorivof dMary wadithie Son of Mario ils fu s vve
.,hﬁdllalsot‘to»/cm'mct/ myself:las 1 to the- Holy Spmt for
deof this:beihg:the uts:third 't person:ofi the Godhead, X
w,-\fouﬂd\thétilt Btmids!for thesuniversally extended aura of: thc
;«ADmme Béirg zibhat essence-of - God: whicliy though notiper-
x‘gt\&'sum:il bpury frorthe Fither] becomes personal -connected with
imilasla mlervesdatute through .which the.intelligence .and
? el‘(JOf“GU’dfld&lt' from. the brain:contre: to the outmost
-ﬂnamfasthtxohs of thelmniverse. .. The nervies of aiman, as
‘Higtingt {froni Jhis(Brain, are as«*“personal” in him,as ithe
< pmt\bf God i8 *“patsonal 2 :when considered distinct.from
THimr who'uw“lhe Father.M. . The distinction commonly drawn
“hatwéenit matter?: and . Sspirit.” s two essences.is . well said
»‘*golbb the:s ‘]émdn .of -the schools.” . There is butione essence
Eiwhlcl{ms -spirit mow- and. matter then, -and Spirit becomes
=% Holy ¥ Spiriv;when the power and. intelligence of (rod.are
?i(_lmebﬂeduto results which have their roots and: issues chiefly
Sin'thesmoralirather than the :physical world. ¢ It .was Spirit
hat; energised~Samson’ -fori-his. feats of strength ; it was
f'}Hélyl Bpirit ithat spike.through prophets: and - apostles, that
r‘l.liefmanlof ‘Godlmight he thorou0hly fulmshed unto all good
VOrngu s6,id bosior b, v G T
Notionly in matters:doctrinal,: but in. ethlca.l Lhmns, also
ellearfied mmuch: from the- Scnptures which Methodism Jknows -
_;blii’ﬁkmfﬂt Tnlthat profession, there is no c¢lear understand-
é‘fﬁ’aﬁd expositioni of what the: commandments are ; obsolele
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Jewish ordinances about Sabbaths beiny retained, while the
countenance of heresy or resort to lasw, or fellowship with
wunbelievers and other forbidden things being looked upon
with no disapproval.  When Paul asks, e, in his Jetter to
Corinth, “dare any of you go to law hefore the unjust,’
having a matter against another ¥ the answer made by the
majority of religious people is, “of comrse we dare.”  And
many other commands are treated in the same disregarding’
manner. '

Baptism, or rather immersion, T found to he commeanded,
bat the Christian world says it is not wecessary to salvation.
But T eame to see that this is the first step of obedience, and
the only divine way of putting on the saving name of Churist,
and of becoming incorporate in Ilim who is our head in all
things,

T had Jong agreed with Lhose ealling themselves © Baptists”
in their saying that the eprinkling of children was no fu'-
filment of the divine engagement, and at hest could be but a
service seemly and significant in another view ; but now 1
leawrned not to trifle with God’s commandments, and sub-
mitted myself to typieal burial with Christ by immersion in
water for the remission of sins

Many other things unfolded themselves as the arcana of!
God’s Revelation was opened to my view ; but in an hour, T
feel Temmmot tell yon nearly all : how the firmament of truth
cleared 441l the whole heaven was blue: how God’s word
hecame a lnmp to me in a dirk way @ hiew “hard eayings”
which 1 could never hefore explain, came as revelations to
me now; how ineongruous texts fell info sympathetic
harmony and order ; how vagneness became distinetness and
shadows changed to solid things; how faith and moral reason
met and hailed each other in mutual recognition ; hew the
shafts of unbelieving criticism fell before me broken, or
passed me harmlessly by ; how the truth solaced me in the
loss of many agreeable socinl things; of all this it would:
take much time to tell. 1 can simply say that it was!
pursuing Biblical enqniries along the lines indicated by
me this evening that led me, towards the close of last:
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. summer, to - separate myself from the Methodist ministry,
and to throw in my lot with the few and obscure fifends
of the truth. v

Not that they need be ashamed of their obsewity. T
am afraid 1t is still true that “the ralers” .do not believe
on Him, and that not many wise, or noble, or learned, are
amongst the called, and that the wisdowm of this world is
still foolislmess to God. T was compelled by the pressure
of strong conviction, to do what T did, and T wonld wurge
you who are emrnest-minded, and who feel dissatisfied with
the prevailing notions of the modern pulpit, to vead the
Bible carefully, as T have done. Do not be afraid of using
your own cyes, and exercising your own minds.  You will
find wmany things therein which muy be new to you, and if
you read with proper care cvery purt of it, you will sec how
the entire book hangs together in a beautiful coutinuity of
teaching. Tt will contain within itsclf its own evidence, and
if you will follow the path it indicates, it will lead you to an
inheritance of glory, honour, and immortality-—ecternal life.
Without its promises, we are all hopelessly dead men, our
life is heavy and dark, but in the light of the truth concern-
fng Christ, the resmrrection, and the Ningdom of God, the
firmament Dbrightens, and, witl Stephen, we can see the
coming glory of God.
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SECOND LECTURE.

" BY Roprrr Roprrrs, Eprror ov tiE Christadelphian.”

“ THE! SECT EVERYWHERE SPOKEN AGAINST; OR, THE .‘mam"
CHARACTER AND ' FAITH OF THE PEOPLE KNOWN AS -THE
v ’ © CHRISTADELPHIANS, B

Some weeks ago, a Jecture was delivered by Mr. Chamben—
lin, late. minister of the Wesleyan denomination, in explar
tion of the reasons which had led him to leave the Method;a_
ministry and become a Cln'lstadelphnn It has been thouﬂhtv
by several that the time would noi be mis-speni if we were ts
devote.a little time this evening to the exhibition of the
character and faith of the people to whom Mr. Clnmbe]rlm,i
has united himself. It is certain that reasonable men. would
be likely to feel some curiosity with regard toa people whqs K
existence furnislies reasons (apart flOIll emolument of wlnch
they have none to offer) sufficient to induce men like v
Chamberlin and Mr. Ashcroft to sacrifice the tempora] E
prospects and popularity associated with the pulpit.
The first feature to be notlced w1th remud to them i 1s th‘

ovorywhele QpO]\CI: a"amet Tlnq fact stambles mnn_)
need not, and will noh stumble men who look at tlnnrrs
they are in themselves, and not as they appear, tln‘ough ’phe
medium of popular rumour. The community developed bjy1
the labours of the apostles in the first century were in 4 f’eg
cisely similar position, as we learn from words the J'ew§ }
Rome addressed to Paulon his arrival thele: “As concern-]
ing this sech; we know that cvcvvwheve it is spoken againgf”

(Acts xxviii. 22).  Not only,so, but Jesus gave his’ dlscnpies.
exprossly to nnderstand that this would be their lot, “Tbe"
time comntlx,”, Jie said, < that whoeoever killeth )ou w‘iﬂ
think ‘that he doeth, God serv1ce ” (Jolm xVi. 2). . He furﬂf
said, “1f the woild late you, ye know that it hated mie ¢
fore lt‘,vhatyed‘ you. . . The servant .is not "reater than
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rCE i P,

? (xv. 18, 200 /1Nb kédlod oppkebididditia be more
re than the one applied to him: “ He hath a demon
- me%m*zhxﬁhe&nb.l &(%1a80)s . ongprRing swhieh,

d":his servants were to expect no better treatment ;
4L they have called the Master of the House Beelzebub
Wlimucliinore shdll“they call!them: ‘of hig HousshodT
att: x. :25).1w Soafar,istherefore; as.thisifeatuves ofibmingaric
ken against is concerned,,_it_; igdn fayourof the Christadel-

,and,not a

it G Bietng b, Selung e
;r E’,n i n aaky Ivlz Tb ﬁéas i (il

B 'fﬂf% At el

Nt Vg {'rog?‘ ‘\2 8 E"tf’h' “’Joil ﬁ’w‘ft‘ﬂj“‘”'

J,Grh"rtadefgl n e wf(orag E’bl”’( (;

i ir 11 fxl' ey )I)Vf;
dh &(' dlwiq}.{' .ﬂud]‘:ﬁ 0? -hr ‘ ]yﬁz’ h be )‘n ][1[,

mony with i;he“ i 1!;”of"l ““ Scrlpture g, thd il '“
“toffaxf.hfulness nd- ﬁr"'e’ss"a‘ d" rage’ "ﬂfxé’{n il
ii’é‘of he 'fa 1tH'31’1‘89 de*were o the s‘afits’ g IR “M’ N
; ,spmt of* ‘tfug mHnéss, an 'coiurt' 8y, anid *BEAtIeAbS
Bir as'the’ polemlcs of the't ruth i ’hostgl }d“alldﬁ b
;_ 1ot howevor excessxve %eal ca.med 16 'f‘.h tp‘bml:’ of i
fehiess on. "the par!; ‘of 4" tow fhat has led to‘ the dhnet" ,
phjans being ' everywhere spol(en agiinst, The’ leaibn
hiich deeper and orp { far—reachmrr than that.” Tjie T on,
old;, of seveml réasons, We shall ﬁnd those lleisom”’ ‘
.wé haye’ done"“ S , w
B, before entemn ‘upon em partxcularly, 1t lqil%ve}t o ol
e,'m passma that t ‘e“ChnstadelPhlans are ot/ a new“ '_
fin the ordmary senso of 't_,ht shrase, , ”They‘hav ‘ot
natéd in ‘a,:r;’yz‘ new xgsplmitw n or 1 b
ey‘b’"e"thei existende to eader.” They &
new sect in the enpo'm w}’nc h”e 'Swedenbb”giqn ’
5?: and the foﬂowers of J qhan alf Soqthcote They hhve -
Swedejnborg, n6 Johannah' gouthcote “They ¢liim ot
recelved To | neP vqlatmn they profess no p‘éwf‘ it
:the own ' t0 no' hew- teachership.' Thdy *hre
iy and"pureTy the ‘résult of Bible study, thoroughly con-
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dueted within the. last forty or fifty years. They owe 'th‘e’i
development to the application of a principle, in fact;
which it has been customary for all Tnglishen to boast‘-—
thie right of private judgment in the discernment of religio

truth. Men rejoice in the work of Martin Luther becau&« 4
tlu,y 1eJmcc in this, that the Blble is the word of Gody /an_

nounuﬁ howcver many nay be arrayed against the’-*
clusions to which the study of it may lead ther.
. Now Christadelphianism is nothing more nor less th:
the resu]t of that principle strictly carried out.  Chii
delplmmsm tekes ite stand on the Bible. It maintadins- thy
the Bible can be proved to be divine, and that it is the'o
source of divine ideas at present in’ the earth on the subj
of religion j and that all systems and doctrines are to be di
carded that conflict with what is to be found in the Bibl
however ancieht or popularly snppmted such - systems
doctrines may be. In maintaining this, they only: ‘niain
tain what the bulk of the English people profess to belit
If they go a step further, and say that the popular systé
of the day are in .conflict with the Bible, they raise
issue which nay disturb complacency, but which ough
receive a sympathelic attention at the hands of so ult' y
Protestant' a nation as the British. It is a plain; -intels
lmbh,, and debatable issue, in .which there is no: fanatig
cism, or anything to offend the higlest culture, or'the p
Teasoll.
It is the result of the issue that excites fhe oife
and causes the Christadelphians to be everywhers
spoken against. The ordinary neighbour says he “cdid
do with the Christadelphians’ holumrr the DBible -5g
_he may cvcu go to the length of saying he admiresit
; ﬁde]lty of the Clmqtadelphmns on' this point ; but’ whak
.cannot do “with is their pulling down’ everybodyi,.
as wrong. . Well, this is not exactly the right ways of! pu A
(it lhe umsbauelpumus pub wvwi nonody, It I
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.ahout dt.:. buti the auestion.is. are the Chrlqtadelnhlans nnvht
Ein. what theysay,the Bibls’ teaches ! Because, 'if 59, { ”t”fol~
ows;,thﬁ';,ﬂlosql,, hQ ‘reject, the feaching must 61 § “dnd
it is.ai pity, to divert., attentlon from. the mz}u lssu b 'que«-
Bans.of style. | ., K
Now,; what have, the, Clmstadelphlqhs tp say arbgnt t e
Beaching, of the, Bible. Whlch, gives such mortal,ptf' ”” 3 1;’]Zh Tg
Eafirm §wo things which the oud §|1d W, fI‘”l am PR
ately; sustain,. though also sqstalmng bqth m a l) ‘Gener ”Wa
he Christadelphisng affirm |thpt xpafnkin:d i’ & 'parated 'from
jod, notionly as rgga.r(}s the;r rpopa cony tlon, g)ut as r‘é'cterds
vhatimay be. called tﬁely e«ral reiatlon to ! mt‘ls they
sall, under condemnatlon,——all under sentence of dea.th”—a
mgantence. written in their very constltptlon, and th’tt the&r cayi-
oot by any: contnvance‘of their own pscape from, or ait thm
Mjosition. The Chustadelpl.mnq pmnt in proof of t ns v1ew
Quly to the garden_of Eden, where senteuce ‘of death
was, .passed on Adam (and in him ‘on all men), ‘bt 'to thc
ystqm of the Iaw of Moses, ; wluch 1q all jtg detalls and sig-
ificances, teaches one. thmﬂ above all pther‘s ; that man is an
exile , from God, whpm we cannot appronch; eyen af'u- oﬂ'
i'xcept under the most, strmaent appomtments which' uphold
he au,thomty and gleatness of God, and, abase man to th«
E,;y,ery dust., "
Now, thls contentxon is. naturally very unacceptab]e to the
988] of ,the, people . They plefer to take the hnmamt‘trmn
iew, . that qu isa I>e1n0 ofl uncondltxonal good ness, w]m
mbraces all' mankind in Hls bosom as a fa.ther, and bh.tt
Wlthough, men; are sinpers, God’s, goodness is equal toi tlie
;,pverlookmg of all their. sins, ar}d thelr salyalio ion somehéw or
ther all at last, . If. thls vwW ig the 3 th,, let us accept it
Bnd rejoice in it by, all jpeans ; but, haw i s the qu”estlon “of ffls
uthfolness or otherwise. to, be determmect’l fIt is'1iot 0 be
§ottled by, whp.t;mep. hmk or prqter, llﬂ to be, settlerl By
grhat Grod has declared: for ﬁe only Imo Now, the Bible
ntaing, His declaration, . und by this tlm f‘hnstadelplnans
aintain we are bound.. They bind themselves by it : "they
y it -is binding on, others,, whether they submlt or not

fond
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* Chiist's “resurrectibn’ sets ab' rest’ all ‘question as -toia.%l;%
althiarity’ of ‘the Old Testament : for he ‘eridorsed “itHm
Yeserved]y as‘the Word of God ‘which could tiot-be ‘broken

“aftd; if e roge fromi the Head, his endorsement proves sl

- “théitfore tliis, that 'mait'is alien from God and ‘¢annot restdre

“Ninlgelf: THis 'is an utipoplar ‘doctrine, bub true. It

1 oné"of thie ijo(}\;’i‘inés‘ which tauses the Christadelpliiang 4o J
; ; i H R I
o

eierywlhiors spoleel against: 1 i i
~Thé_tecond : thing "Which *they  maintain; and -whickjii]

b pdééil;)llé,‘“QiVeS"I"doré"bﬁ'eh'cé'tha‘n the first," is this, that'God
“liad pointed @ way by which' an'niny return” from s
alieriatéd positioh, 'and obtain the forgivehéss of his'sing:
" the bope of life eveildsting “They sy therd is'no’other:tilah
g one “wayie They sa§ that 'this'“way” centres: in/df
" fiatt T edity Chtist, the Son bf Giod': dpdrt from whond, no s
can be saved, however estimable he may be or consider him
il ibrdl sends. At they 'to be considered ¢ uncharitab
*‘fdr elibving and ‘maintaininl this, it be true ? | Wé
deny’its truth' that believes the Bible 4 -+ Hasilnot*
“gitoeititbhed hitnself < the Way 97 'Has' he' niob:said 44
"{nidn cométh Unto ‘thie Father but’ by me #-=(John xiviig
"4 If e bolievé not ‘that T'am He, y& shall'die ii-your b
i{Johli"I¥iii. 24)." ' Has riot" Peter;” His leading ‘apostle, e
“¢lainéd “There is none other name under heaven given: amu)§
*“meii' wlieréby we must be'sdved 1 (Acts'iv: 12). And P&
~“Tliroiigh this 'ihan is préached ' unto you the forgivens
“'sins ; and by him 'all that believe ‘hre ijustified | fron
‘things from which ye ¢ould not' be justified by the Alaw

* Moses ™ (Acts xiil. 38)." "It may be considered ‘narréw
mhy bé stigmatised as uncharitable ;' bitt it 'cannot belproy
_Anscriptural, for the ‘Christadelphians to maintain that tHérd
" is'only one’ wry ‘of salvation; and that ‘way'is’ in Christ)/ang
“inn Christ ‘Alone. % o Ty antdaenn b saag
But here comes another point of objection. Qb
::"Is'qin'éllté;’ sonte” bf them, do not object'to Christ beihf
swntad the'way of ‘shlvation.” They say *'We rather”s
“that) WEndAwould sdf “amen ’ to that'; bus we objevt- iy
ilea’that Christ will save rione but those ‘who Hold CH

i

i
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ﬁdclphmn doctnngb i1 Heve there;js a,,.lm,lguun,hapnu,m;s in

tho yxTar a o nnﬂmn Hm nlnm-hrmf- Tt senreq the 3 iaana tn
5 b it swn,tlmhmvays,andjra,lsqs ‘meedless/; prejudice. ., The
Srquenttion:is,. . Will auy. he;saved but , those complying: with
5 s Ghrist’s own. . conditions 47, To . thls,‘ there can, be. bnt one
p‘x anpswer;on the.pazt, of. t.hpse wha,, helieve the' ‘Bible, ,aqd that
ggs‘answe): is.most, pl;nnly,( NQ,, ,howevgr harshly it .,may appear
ito bear. The ways of God are ummpeachabla;, howe,yg; hard
4they may.seem. somgtimes from a; human; ppint, of view, as
)cw.hﬂm she dest royed the anl;ed;luvmns, the.. mhabltaut.s of
Sodom and Gomorrha, the army of Ph,naoh i, tlle Red ,Sga,
,;seven nations of Canaan by the sword,of Isrqel H pr,as Shen
i~He.required Ilis own dear Son to. snblmt to; crumﬁan I
eamay seem, to men, h.nd,, bub.it.cannot be held unreasonable
rthat, Christ ahould (hctate t,ha condltlonc on which alone men
]:,wnll be saved.. o !

sl The, .questlon is, what ale the condltlons? In, answe1 Tto
;ytlns, nothing js more;undeniable than the fact that, the very
ufirst condltmn is a,belief of the Gospel. Friends may object
4o the condition, but they cannot deny- that it is the: condi-
_tion a3 laid down both by Christ and his apostles. What
.did Christ send out his apostles to do 1. To preach the gospel.
»To what end did he .wish them to preach the gospel }... He
-anawers this_in .what, he sald to: them when sepding t them
4 He. that belicveth, . and is: baptised shall be saved .., he that
Jbelieveth not shall be condemned.” You must be aware; how
distinctly .the apostles themselves reiterate this view : Paul
:spaaks of the gospel as ! the gospel of your saloa'zon ” (Eph
iy 13)He says [en, are. saved by it “if they keep in memor y
dhe things. constibuting it (1 Cor xv.. 2).. He says, “ It is
sthe powerl of God unto, salystion fo every one tha.( be(zeugtﬁ
(Rom. i:: 16), and .that - “it hath, pleased God by the fgol-
ishness of pleachm" (1t) to save them thaf belzeve (3 Gor.
1 2.1) IVISTS REFISST I SO e 2iag ol i
4:. ,\Vhy, thens uhould the Chnntadelphlans be;, spoken
against, f01 majntaining that men .cannot be gaved, thhout
+believing in the gospel { . . They maintain only what, the apos-
tolic Wl‘ltln“S reveal. The popular obJectlon is, in reality,
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to what the apostles teach. DBut, here again comes our
well-meaning religious-minded friend. He says: ¢ It is niot
your contention for the neccessity of the gospel, that weiob:
ject to. 'We object to your version of the gospel.” "-Well,
let us see. It comes to this: What is the gospel, as apos-
tolically proclaimed for the salvation of men? When the
apostles speak of the gospel, they speak of a definite con-
ception of truth, of course. It is not an indefinite plirase in
their mouths. In the abstract, it means glad tidings: but’
glad tidings, before they can be glad tidings, must be defi-
nite. This is their very character—definiteness.  Without
definitencss they cannot be glad tidings: for who can be glad-
about that which is indefinite ? Glad tidings ave definite
news of some sort, that on account of their intelligibility;in:
some direction of goodness, make the believers of them gladZ
Now, the apostles ‘ot only preached glad tidings, but t.he\yg
spoke of them as “the” glad tldmcrs—the Gospel,—which
makes the' necessity for - definiteness’ more imperitiy
still. - * The  question  is, - what was the Gospel th
preached ? : il

Before ascertaining the New Testament answer !
question, let us ask for a moment, what is tha g’ospe
preached "in the ehurches and chapels? Is it not -thisy
that Christ died to shwe immortal souls from the tormentdiof
hell 7 - No -one - will' demur to this as a correct definition:
of the 'gospel, as understood by all- denominationseiof:
Chrlstendom Now, the Christadelphians say: h.ﬂ:lﬂ%
this' is* 'not the gospel  the apostles - preached
This assertion’ of *theirs may stagger - peopldpidang
offend them ; but it certainly ought also - to arouse-s
for, if it is llue. of what overwhelming importance!is thes
fact' to all ‘who believe the ‘popular ﬂospel—-and therethid;
thousands upon thousands who do so . without consxdemm
for a moment whather it is apostolic or not.- The assettii
can- be disproved, if ‘it is untrue. On what grounds: dodih
Christadelphians ~advance it. On a: varlety of ground}
l‘l!‘St, they say the popular gospel cannot pe tne vrue 80BDagE

‘i
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because. the Bible nowhere speaks. of *immortal:souls,fsupon
whose : sipposed - necessitios? the,,populam;zospel ;is, . bised.
& Immortal soul?’: igian- unscripturaliscollocation;of . terms
altohether. It belorigs, to' Greek: philosaphyicnotito apestolic
Chnstmmty Search. and'see. You will:not fihd %immortal
soul” in’ the.Bible:.anywhere. - You swill: find, “1mm01ﬁal »
and - you, will. find *soul,”: but! the : words: together———never
- You .may . think, at. ﬁret “the words . being apart; makes no
difference ; it makes all the difference: in. the world,;: Hunt
up all the cases in:which you find the word + 1mmortal . and
“you will find it is- never applied-to man at all. .: God only is
-said .to-be “immortal”- (1: Tirn, 4.1 17);;. He. onl_z/ 1is. said to
have:“immortality ” (vi. 15).. "I, « lmmortallty :is. ever
spoken of in. connection with man, it is always asia thing
‘he -has to “seek for ™ (Rom. ii. 7), a thing put on as:a cloth-
ing of his mortal nature at the resurrection—if he be ac-
‘cepted- (1 Cor. xv. 53;:2:Cor: v." 4).—As for “soul,” you
will find this word hundreds of time; but you will find it
-used in a way that excludes the jdea of its being an immortal
thing. Itisusedofbeasts(Gen.i. 20; Num. xxxi. 28); of bodies
(Josh. xi.11); of fishes (Rev. xvi. 3); of living men (Lev..v. 2);
and of the mind (Psa. vi.-3 ; xxxiil. 20). The last is the only
use of the word that you may think:favours:the popular
idea; but on reflection-you will find this is empty ras ;well.
You:must first prove.the mind immportal -before you'can
logically : see: 1mm0rt,ahty in a term applled to the :mind.
1 Now, concerning the: mind of man, - it is- said that it
ceases to agt’ When a man dies (Ece. ix.'5, 10;, Psa. cxlvi. 4),
.which is a.complete disproof of itself of the idea, that, the
mlnd is'an immortal thing. o SRS

The fact is, the Bible knows nothing of numortal-souham
Immortal soulism is a speculation of the pagane, coming to
+birth first:in. Egypt and afierwards imporied into, Grqece
where ** thie wise of this world,” whoss wisdom Paul says. is
foolishness with God (1 Cor. i. 21), adopted it with improve-
ments. It is opposed to what the Bible reveals concerning
man, which is expressly: to the contrary. effect.  The Bible
reveals that “ death has entered into the world” because of
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sin (Rom. v. 12 ; Gen. iiit 19), that it has- passed upon-all .
~men (Ib.), and thaticonsequently all men- are mor/al and-die
(Job iv: 175 :Psa. Ixxxix: 48); and when dead, it teaches they
ave truly dead and know nothing at all.. It is here whers
the Bible doctrine of resurrection finds its place. If men die
and dissolve in the grave, it is obvious that if they are to have
another life, they must rise-from the dead.'. . And this is the
very doctrine of a future life taught in the Bible.” * Since by
man came death, by man came also the resurrection of ‘the-
dead” (1 Cor. xv. 21).  Christ proclaimed himself the Resur-
rection and the life (Jno. xi. 25), and pointed to the resurrec-
tion as-the time when men should receive the results of their
present life (Tno. v. 29: Luke xiv. 14).  But-in the popular
system there is no need for the resmrrection. According to
that system, men pass out of their lJodle% into a state of reW'ud
or pllmshmuut
Now, if there be no immortal- souhsm in the le]e, it fol-
Jows that a gospel -which is contrived for: the -salvation of
immorta} souls cannot be the Bible gospel:: But there is
another. reason why the popular definition of - the: gospel
already advauced cannot be a true one. :: It'inakes the death :
of ‘Christ the essence of .the gospel.:-.:Far -be it from:the -
presont: lecturer to even-seem to-lessen-the importanceof the
- death’ -of: Christ: #:dnits ! place - in- redenmiption; it-istof:
an-importaice that cannat be exaggerated ;:but the question
+now:isiasito the gospel.t -:Isthe death of Christ the gospel-;
Tticannotibe do for this all-sufficient: reason that the dpostle
preached: the gosiel before the death of Clirist -occurred, an s
- while théy were yet.ignorant that'it avas lo take place. M)No{ﬂ
one: will dispute the first point in view of -Luke ix.. 6! (“The‘*
; disciples dep'u'ted and - went - through. the ‘towns; - preaching -,
the gospel)”: and no-one ‘can dlspute the second in.vie
of the: fact that . when Jesus informed hig ‘disciples of 'k
-dpproaching  arrest -and -death,;-* they -understood nén
of these:: things, ! and this " saying: was hid!;fro
them ” (Luke xviii. 34). 'We esk another: question, and. th
evidencels compleve.  ¥Dav Was 1 biley preaciied in: preacyrs
ing the gospel ?.- The answer is found many times througl
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ii;oub. thé - apostolic srecord. :They.-preached: what. Jesus
~ipreached, and Jesus ¢ preached the kingdoni.of Godi” «: $He
ovwont "!w‘!tnjvg‘.\.?\‘uﬁfnwvl\w:v nH:’r and ﬁ;"ns—:: ::\rnnhlﬁﬁg npr}-‘gh:\r‘"
Jing:the glad tidings of .the kingdom of i God’t (Luke: viiis 1).
1 He went ahout all- Galilee, teaching -in:itheir, Syndgogues
and . preaching #he .gospel -of : the kingdom.”. (Mat. iv. 23).
“ He said, I must preach the kingdom of God o other cities
also, for therefore am I sent ” (Luke iv. 43). Of the apostles
themselves, it is specifically declared that *“He sent them to
-preach: the kingdom of God” (Luke ix. 2).. 'This was all
while Christ was-of earth. When he had. departed to heaven
(after his resurrection), we find the apostles continuing to
preach the same: gospel : * preaching the things concerning the
fingdom of God aud the -name of Fesus Christ” (Acts viii. 12).
. “Preaching the kingdom of -God and teaching those things
which concern the Lord Jesus Christ ” (Acts xxviil 31 ; see
also verse 23 ; also chapters xx..25; xix. 8). ..« . -
Now whatithe Christadelphians say: is, that looking to this
evidence, itis iinpossibleto avoid the conclusion thatthe gospel
preached by the apostles was the gospel of the kingdom of
God, and not the death of Christ.. The death of Christ was
-.afterwards (after Christ’s ascension) added to the gospel of ithe
~-kingdom -as , the .isacrificial - provision . God made for. the
forgiveness:of. those who should appronch Him inthe belief of
the gospel of the kingdom. and faith. in-:the-shed -blood of
‘His son. But it was not-proclaimed as;the central idea of the
gospel. - . It was a -corollary of.itw-if i you will, an ingredient
of it ;:an- essential supplement to .it.: i But primarily,  the
.. gospel was -the - gospel of ' the kingdom... And the:Christa-
delphians: have to ask, what is this kingdom of God,. the
announcement of whose approach is glad tidings # i And in
answer to this, they do not put forward:their own guesses.
They hold fast by: the testimony of the Scriptures..:They note
that the apostles .expounded the: kingdom of God from the
prophets (Acts xxviil. 23). .They find Paul saying the gospel
was promised in the. prophets (Rom. i: 2) : and that in preach-
ing the gospel, “‘he said none:other things than those which
the prophets and Moses did say should:come” (Acts xxvi.
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23).  Consequently, they feol themselves justified in Jooking
to the prophets for a correct idea of the kingdom of God,—
an idea which they' find abundantly confirmed in the apos-
tolic. - They can suggest no more expressive definition of it
than is found in the prophet Daniel, who, speaking of the
upshot of human history, says, “The God of Heaven shall
set up « kingdom which shedl never be destroyed ; it shall not
be left to other peeple. It shall break in pieces, and con-
sume all other kingdoms, and 7 shall stand - for
erer,” A kingdom to De set wup by the God of
heaven must be the kingdom of God ; and if it is to stand
for ever when the kingdoms of history have bheen ovortlnown,
it must stand for ever upon earth.  They further vead in the
last book of the New Testament of o time when the “ king-
doms of this world become the kingdoms of vwr Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. xi. 15).
Therefore, they say the territorial groundwork and locality of
the kingdom of God is to be sought for in the earth at pre-
sent occupied by the kingdoms of men-—an earth which
Jesus said the meek should inherit (Matt. v. 5), wluch they
never have done yeb.

This is a mere rough sketching out of the oround V\’hen
the prophets are looked into in detail, a nre.xt amount of in-
formation is discoverable councerning the kingdom of . God.
Its divine centre'is found to be pltched in tho land God pro-
mised to Abralnm, which lie ‘will then possess=—the land of
Palestine’ (Géri." xiii. 14: Heb. xi. 8); its first -people ‘the
descendants of Abraham, whom God chose- as a naliod to.
Himself above all people (Deut vii. 6 ; xiv. 2), and: which, :
though now scattered in punitive dispersion; is to be ﬂathered '
fwm all lands, and restored to the land of their fnﬂ\mq‘ and

made a great and” glorions righteous, humble, and God-
010r1fy1nrv nation ; its governing dynaqty, ‘the house of David,
with whom God made an everlasting covenant (2 Sam. xxiii. -
3)—mniaking the throne permanent in David’s family (Psa:
loxxiz 427\ and o eavanant which ~has been fulfilled in '
Jesuy, of whom the angel testified to his mother, *“ The'Lord "
God shall give unto him the throne of his father Iavid, and
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he:shall. reign: aver the; house of Jagoly, forl iever, andof hle
kingdom; there shall be. no end” (Luke i 82). ' . .. 1.

lr. is,. the,refme, no melely, mte:qstmo fact, ;but phe solpmn-
‘, ,uuymuunu uuxyu-.u_y ,\.u vuc unum purpuse. uldp W6 are, 1n-
vited to consider when' we, read that ¢ God shall bulld ;again
the tabernacle of : David that is fallen. down, angd ; raise np
the ruins thereof, and build it ag in thedays of old” (Amos ix.
11); that <“He shall assemble the outcasts qf JTsrael, and
gather together. the dlspersed of Judah, flom the four comcrs
of the earth ” (Is. xi. 12); that He “will gather them on
every side, and make them one nation in thé .Jand upon. the
mountains of Israel, and one king shall, be kmg to, them all,
and they shall;be. no more twp nations, neither shall they
be ; divided . mt,o two.l\mgdoms any more at all ” (Ezek.
xxxvyii. 22),

. All the ploplmts speak of God’s purpose tp restore ‘the
Km“dom of Israel under David’s -promised S_pnl—fthe
"\Ieasiah——who is,also to be.“ king over all:the earth ”,(Zech.
xiv. 9), whom all people, natlons and, languages shall serve
and .obey, (Dap. ;vik. 15).. .. “ Ihq law’, shall ; go forth
from Zion, and the word of the, Lord . f10m Jeru-
salem, mhither: all ;. the . inatjons.  shall. repair to
learn the-ways of God, beating; their swords into plou“h—
shares, and:studying: war, no more (Is. ii..1- 4). . Thien ‘ghall
all. the -nations; be blessed , (as covenanted to Abraham)—
‘blessed in: the seed of Abraham—Christ, who shall then  be
manifested .as King .of Kings -and Lord ,of ,Lords.”
¢ Men shall be blessed in him and all.nations Qhall call him
blessed.”

1. The more this gospel of the ngdom is cons1de1ed the
“more it will be seen to be glad tidings. It is the good news
that God Himself purposes to prov1de for all the groaning
needs of man, politically, :socially, individually, spiritually.
Is it be asked, what counection has this gospel of the king-
dom with us as individuals, the answer is to be found. in
Paul’s statement to the Thessalonians (2 Epist, ii. 12) “ God
hath called you to his kingdom and glory,” . If it be asked in
what sense are we called to the kingdom, we have the answer



34 THE CHRISTADELIHIANS

in Peter’s words, that, if we'please God, *“ an enfrance shall be
ministered o us abzmdam‘lq nto the averlastmg Fingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ” (2 Pet. i, 11).* Christ:,
will say to such ¢ Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit fhit: )
kingdom prc]nred for you from the foundation of the wotld”"
(M’xtt xxv. 34).7 ¢ The unrighteous shall not inherit the
kingdom of God” (1‘Cor. vi. 9)." *“Habh not God chosen
the poor of this' world, »ich in faith, heirs of the kingdom
which e hath plomlsed bo them that love Him %’ (James 1.
But wlmt is it to ““enter” and to “‘inherit” the kingdom of
30d? Is it not to possess the honour and glory and wield
the power thercof wheu it comes? If there could be any

doubt, it is set at rest by the express declaration that those

suffering with Clirist now shall “reign with him” (2 Tim. ii.

12). - The exact meaning of this is placed beyond doubt by
Christ’sown  promise to the twelve disciples: “1I appoint,
unto you a kingdom, as’ my Father hath appointed unto me,
that ye may eat aud drink at iy table in my kingdow, and’,
sit on thrones, judging the twélve tribes of Israel” (Lul\e xxil.,
29).  Also by his promise to all who overcome : ““Ie that
overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will T*

give power over the’ mztzonx, and he shall rule them with a =
rod of iron” (Rev: ii. 26). Al the parablés of Chiist ex:™
hibit the samé feature of the giving of authonty to 'his faitli- *,
ful servants'at his ‘coming. - “The song ‘of “the redeémed puts :
it forward ‘in thg strOmcs light. <« Thoit hiast mbade us unto ""
our God kines and PRlEbTS, antl 1ee shali reign twith thee up(m
the earth’” (Rev. v"lO\

Those' who are''to’ bu ‘honoured with this unspual\able
honour of reighing with Christ are first to be quahﬁed for it "
by the transformation of their bodies into the likeness of
the Lord’s own glorious body : * This mortal muqt put on
immortality'” (1 “Cor. xv. 53); “He shall change our vnlc\ '
body,:that it niay be fds‘hioned like unto his own glorious
body ¥ (PHIL I 28),  We shall be made Like him (1 Jno,
iii, 2.) All these glorious things are comprised in the rrospc
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of the; kingdom,, which iy the power of 7God ; unto salvation: .
1o every one that belleveth et e R e
Now..what do we: hear of these alonmm ﬂmmn in.the.
- religious teaching of - the . .present day? Not a word, 51 nob-ai-
i wlusper not the shadow of an allusion.. Whether it be.jme:
- the most venelable cathedral or the most elenant l\oncon— -
formist place of worslup, these things, nutrht. never have..
been written so far as what.is to be heard wnthm Aheir walls'.
is concerned. All denommatlons are, alike des‘;ltute in; ,the:
“matter : and because they call attention Lo the fact, is one
“reason why the Chnstade]p}uans are , everywherg qpoken“
against, ITTORR T B P
« But ‘then,” say pul 1011"10118 frlnnds, “11:, is not yonn
- doetrine of the kmcdom of God that offends ns:, we also aret;
~ inclined to,receive 1t, in fact, many of us beheve,lt ulveady
[ASIDE—not the gospel of the Kingdom, dear friend.] It is .
: your awful doctrme about the statc of the dead, .. We.can do .
x*wni:h ‘the resuncct)on but we cannot do with your soul .
sleeglng It xsuyoul demal that the righteous go ,to hea,ven 4
At]mt 13 80 awful Good friends, consnder .We mele]g, ,CON =,
 tend for what you yomse]ve; would recelve ‘apart; from. your .
p]ulosop]ucal ipre- conceptlona, viz. th"lt the dead, ale .dead ;
“and we,say that onthis: point, (we have both Scuplure und
; Teason ol our, s;d; The, Scnptmes we have looked at, alrwdyu
they teach dc}ath to be (t]}e portlon of nmnkmd because, of sin, -
and lesurxectlon the dppomted remedy, and that “the) dead
(when dead) L.now not ynything.”. If we say, that men,.do.
2ot go to heaven, it Is. whnt dJesus, h.ls said. | “No man:hath: .
ascended up to heaven d (John iii. 13). Ttis only whpt Peter
said of David ; “Davyid is not ascended into the heavens’}(Acts. |
ii. 34). It i 1s only what Paul sald of - Abyaham, Isaac,iand. .,
Jacob, “They, dle not having recelved the promises; but havs,
ing seen them afar off” (Heb. \1 .13). What do you say ? You:
say these passages on]y mean {]u, body - You are; rwht but-,
what does this prove #—that the body is the person ; tha.t din.
the estimation of Je'=11s. and Peter, and Punl ;e bodies .of
men, Abraham, Jacob, David, and others, were the,.men
‘themselves. Why should you be shocked at this? You
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shout, “Dead bodies!” No: you know better than that:
it is the living bodies that are the men, and when the living
bodies are dead then the men are dead, because the llVan‘
bodies were the men. *But what about the life? what
about the spirit?7” Surely you do not mean that the life
and spirit of a creature are the creature? Have the animals
no life ¥ have the animals no spirit  The Seriptures say they
have both, as we have seen. Do you say that when the
animal is dead, the life of the animal coutinues to exist as
an entitative spiritual animal ouce inhabiting a bodily animal?
If not, why so much difficty about man? * God giveth
unte AL, life aud breath and all things” (Acts xvii 25 ;
Gen. vil. 21, 22).  God i¢ the fountain of life (Psa. xxxvi.
9). Alllife is His : and when a creature ceases to possess it
it goes back to God who gave it (Lee xii. 7). The life of
Abr aham, David, &c., is 1ot Abraham, David, &c.  The
living boclies of men a.re the men. Is not this in accordance
with your experience ? Did you ever know a man without a
body ? and when a man ceases to possess his body, do you
not cease to know him? Can you conceive of a man with-
out a body ? Can you conceive of any living being without
a body? Christ has a body (though not now a corruptible
body like ours): the angels have bodies (though their
bodies  are  spirit substance). Yea, the Creator
has a body. .“What !” you exclaim, ‘‘the Creator
possess & hody! Is it not written, He is ¢ without body or:
parts?’”  Yes, it is written so in the 39 Articles, but they
are not inspired : it is the utterance of man. It is not so
written in the Bible. On the contrary, He is always spoken
of in a way that. attributes person and bodily form to Hiin.
The very first sentence of the Lord’s Prayer teaches it : “ Qur
Fatner who art in heaven.” This locates a person in-
heaven,  Christ is His Son: and he is said to be “th"
image of the invisible God” (Col. i. 15), the express Lmag
of His person (Heb. i. 3).  “The similitude of Jehova
Moses was permitted to behold, though Isracl saw it not
{Num. xii. 8). Moses saw H1s back Parts (inx. aaxiii oy
It matters not whether this was an angelic manifestation : it
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was Lo Moses the snmhtude of Jenovah . It 18" the human
elmlhtude So J'tmes says, « Men are made aftel' the 51m111-
nF QoA P fovan the Wobhos : -r e i

Jus i, 9) The anvels are in’ the sanié qmuhtudq,
Father is the archetype of them all. He is the' kernel, or
focal centre-point of Lternal Universal Power, and \’Vlsdom,
whicli are a Stupendous Unit, filling,” and ‘embracing, and
(.onLroIhn(v all creation. The I’elson;ll TFather is the w111-
powor of the Umversal ‘Spirit, with “which'' He is-one, as
Lhe sun is one w1th 1ts eﬂ'ulgent h"ht-oce'm ()nes own

1l;s hwhest perfection. \Vhat other. for -n can we’ assot,nte .
with mtelll"ence and goodness? | We may have -every con-
ceivable form-——the trlobe the cloud the' unhewn ‘block,
. the, mouutam, tl}e rock, the’ sea,‘stramht, 1111(?'; curves,
: a.nd angles, in every pos§1ble comblnatlon, in every varlet,y
G of’u'eatme, and ‘with ‘noné of them but ‘the human “form
Lan We associate the 1dea of Iove, and \VlbL]O]ll, and ‘good-
tess, Human in form, in the main, features of .that iom),
diviiie in subqtance, the Father is ﬂ]onous and 1mm0);tal in
nafure, “dw elling in light that no man can approach”  So
that not even the. Cxeator is to be conceived of apart from
body. " If the bodj. of God could die, God would die : but
this is a physical impossibility. The body of God and the
" universal spirit of God are one, and etéinal, and the basig
" of all existence, and cannot die. But the' bod_y of man can
die, and, therefore, man dies. Wlen the body of mau rises
from the grave, man rlses again to remewed and glorious
life..

“But then,” says our friend, “ the Clulktadelphmns have
such dreadful ideas of Christ.”  Nay, good friends. We
Init receive the apostolic. testimony, that he was the Son of
God by His creation of the Spirit of God (Luke i. 35): that
though -thus begotten of God, he wasa man ¢ made in all
pomts like as we are—touched with the fieling of our in-
firmity, yet without sin ” (Heb. ii. 17 ; iv. 15); that never-
theless, though a nman, he was not a mere ‘man, bnt the mani-
fest'ttlou of God in the flesh by the ‘spirii, enabling him to
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say “ e that hath seen, me hatly seen the Eather ” (Jno. ,xw
9).-, If‘w(; do_ pot, r(;cewe the Trmltanun,,deﬁmtlon, 1 i85
be(,ause sthat is bothi. vxo];\tmu of langyage. (unlike anything:
to be: found,in the Scrlptpxes); apd ;becausy 16 is inconsistegt’
with’ the, ]‘);‘ble Leveht.mn of God;ywhicly exhijbits o us;th;o
Fay 1e; 48, RpprgRIe. (1, Cor xl., g,,,vm (6 XV, ‘78) sand the
bodl]y CTmst as the medium of, his n@amfestatwu {Coli um%,
ACtS n! """ nx 3\8 2 CO!‘,‘V IS'AP) J atind Jorr b o :
« Xou make, koo, mpghy of baptism,” i s9yjour, friends ; anw
A mxsto,ke goqd fu,qm}s,, armistake. ;Y ou would. not. have}vs
malke lesw oﬁbapb;smvthan the apos*lee-;made of 1t 1. We
nnkerno more of it,than Lhey made of it,., We receive and
maintain; exactly their.teachiug on the subjéct. .. We say that
bapt,@ix {mnner&.o,u in water) is God’s appmnted instityfion
in n,h .be leving mc,n".ﬁu-,l umqn ;4with, Christ , for.
thei xemlssmn of| thexr sus.. | In th;s we; go 1ok ope
iota . beyond the . :aposl.les AlL (behovcrs Ju, apostdlie
times,, were .baphsed, cas, thev Acbsr of , the. 1. Apostles
show, This i is, thair ]anrrua“e on.. the subject i, Le baplized
for the remission of your sins’ ' (Acts i, 38), “,Le baptisgd
and waih away thy, sms” (Ad,s“ xxi; ;16);, “ As wany
as have beej). bapt.lsed rinto Clirist haye put on Clrist . (Galy
iil., 77) L I&now ye. not l.lmt; so many. of us as -were BAR-
TISED , INFO JEsUg, Cnmsr‘ avere, baptlsed unto his: deatlh
(Rom VL 3) Lovpawrens el i 1 " P ianh
< But, you dunt beheve iiny hel Lo V\ e; dout beheve‘“ln
the popular hdl but. we behe!e in tile liell :of. the Biple,
Wln§ that hell ig, _you, declarg, when' youw angwer, ﬁ.lus gues-
tion,: \Whele wele honourable, so]dlem mteue n_angient
times; wmh, bheu swords under, theu‘ hea ‘ize lellgaﬁ,
«“ they have ﬂone.dowu 1y {(eﬁ u'ztl; {hm ,uegpgu of. W ”m}g
they, have Jaady iheir, swiords undpr, hex} ,11ends; (Fregks
XXXIL "7)‘ ,‘Y&hapzheil 1s: tlns? XY 9,,.11,,1yf,orq;§
you i T)py POIR.i5, blquuht dowu to, fI:c qrave —desppbed
as f‘,l;gl &wo verse% befare (Vel°0 9 Tlle L),ct ig. th‘%
wolrn l-l.uupluu,u u\.:l ", (‘.,..CV. bols I-Cb:"b"' ”" e "' "'““""
is frequently translated ‘“grave.”, . Take a, Greel\ .and, Hebxg
concordance of the{l)lble, and turn up, and you will, find
this to be the case, The Bible hell is the grave; whick

o

on
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emabledns to! midetstand how' Jesus’ ‘deséended intd. ‘1t but
Wwa§ noth et there;! bemg ‘delivereif by‘ 1ebﬂnec,tlou Con-
-celhmn" Gehemia, also"t:ro.nslated1 “he]l ‘investigdtion “will
debanr Lol Lt s uue umoau(,wryx ptunshineht of’ the re-
jééted which’ introduceg‘ them bt las‘; o the' fisal ‘he]l of |
their: destruction—the ' grave, ' “wligre* ' ““thg” lwmk%d éense :
froni troubling ™ (Job iif. 17) P ) ) e

“You do not believe'in the’ dbvﬂ” Oh, “wo" do“ “Un-
hapjiily, we are oblige 1 to’ do s0. " Fadtd’ coxppol‘?écovmtlon
“We'-believe in- the ‘Bible'"devil, but 'net 'in thé’ devﬂ of
“the - churcl) ¥Vho i§" thle dev:l ofi¢¢ the “elutth 7
Toet “us - ask’ you. v You' Stxy’ CHEAS fallen "u'élni)m.l
bt "once' ‘an "angél 'in “heaven™ 'whé'' rebelled ﬁghmst
il 'md ivascast ont*with othel‘ angels ‘that " helped
him,”" ‘We ask where''do yon find’ yom thorm‘mon"l “You .
say Rev. xii. 7:*“ There was wal' 1‘1 lieaven'y Michabl' ‘dhd His
ahgels: fon"ht amunet the dragon; andl the’ dmaon”fduﬁht and
e anuels i Good fneud¢ com’ldcl‘ 'What ot quote is
part'ofa prophetlcnevelatxon of Whitb'was” 1o trhuélﬂ ire an)ohu
nien aftertle day when’ John ' received it i Patmok ! See
chap. i. 1——“ihat His - ser\ants might know 'ﬂzzhp that shall
shor tZy come Yo’ 'pgss ‘clmp iv.'T, e T will ishow’ tlice thz‘m/\
that must be hereafter.”” You quote a pmpllqcy of* things
on-earth to prove a history of things'in' heaven't "Bt what
does it mean 7 The question can be answered. (‘See Thiiteen
Lectures on the Apowl_/p.se) buit this'is not the time. " Suffi-
cient that it does not prove the populm ‘devil, VVhere‘ clse
deo you find “him? InIsaiah'xvi. 6, Lucifer,’ sol of “the
morning, aspiring to set'his throne’ above the stars 'of God.
Read ‘the chapter : seé the subject: ‘verse 4: “th¢ king of
Babylon ”—prophecy of an e.u‘tllly potentate ; and so you
will find it in every place where it'is imagined there is Scuptu-
ral countenance to the popu]ar theory of the devil.

There is a devil : but he is'a very large one, made _up of
much diabolism in detail, having e\usteme and powax i
places little suspected. “Ho has various iiaies. ' Ho'is called
Mammon the world, the old man, the fleslhi; sin, Satan, and
so forth. You have a bit of him in the words of Christ—
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“ITave I not chosen you twelve, and one of youis a devid”
(Jno. vi. 70). ITe comes into view when Peter, taking up a
hostile attitude to the purpose of God in the de'll,ll of lest
was rebitked thus - “ Get thee behind me, Swtan. . . thou
savourest not the things that be of God, ‘but those that be of
men ”'(Matt, xvi.) THe shows in an '\notller guise when FPaul
says, “Ye have put off the oldl man, which is conupt. accord-
ing to the dedeilful Iusts ™ (Eph. iv. 22).  Still anon, whon
Jesus Hy “Tle dovil shall cast some of you into prison”
(Rev. 1i. 10); and in still another, when Paul informs us that
the very object of Christ’s death was, that, ““through death,
he might prsrzoy him that hath the power of death, ial ¥,
the deril ” (YLeb. ii. 14), which he elsewlhere tells us was ¢ the
putting away of sy by the sacrifice of himself ¥ (Heh. ix.
26). 'Oh, yes, we believe in the devil, but in the Bible
devil only, which is the personification of all tlie evil in the
world, which, in various forms and guises, opposes God, and
is the slanderer of God, the liar and destroyer of man. This
devil will shortly dl.,appehl from creation, with the hell ap-
pertaining to him.  The work has heen hegun in Clm':t \vho
Lias vanquished him in death aud resurrection.

But, perhaps, the main reason of the popular antipathy
to the Christadelphians is their insistance on the com-
mandments of Christ as the rule of our acceptance with God.
You know, the common doctrine of the churches is that men
can have a present unconditional and free salvation in the
simple act of recognising the cross by faith; and that sal-
vation, in its wltimate sense, is in no way dependent on the
actlons of men. This doctlme is naturally a very palatable
one, against which the Cliristadelphians place this apostelic
teaching, that, although believing men may receive the for-
giveness of their past sins in the obedience of the gospel in
baptism, their acceptance at thé¢ coming of Christ depends’
upon their conformity to the commandments of Clirist during.
e bl Ll protation, Thic deaehing e eonstantiv:
put forward, both in the discourses of Christ and in-the;
letters of the apostles. From Christ’s mouth, we have thé:
following words: “Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoeve




‘IN :THE]R TRUE LIGHT. . . 41

Iihave, commanded, (Jpo 14)....¢ Not .every ane that
salj;h ,upto n?;li,Lqrq, .I.,pr ]gr}t I}p /ijqr;z itﬁ ‘ths(,{mll o_f my

srencha entan In¢ ,—r.-

s e m EYTAEYIESS T ur Spi7 *x w"“rr' d\ :rr*mrr**n .
ymkeep my commm ments, yeshall bx e m nax m (J no.
P (ONED W@y call ye; me Lmd» Lord, and donot, the things
A\'Yblch I’ Say; ARty (]!-"H‘kﬁm, sV Frgm ’i‘?e le'ﬂ;em 9f &)‘e apos-
.BP;J‘.Q, fh,ﬁws%f i o is ,,n;of« "}P cked by ﬂtsoever

sowgt h,» ha 'y hall. [ FBAR T, hat

hls ﬂes ,,‘shal). ofI hp E epP. €0 ugt.l
o F8 B§$¥}| g?

sowet}}
(Gol,;,vi, B). (16 Y ).,.;a 'aeru. Jpgha

(Bom. . v, 18): 1y L anigh 99}4 o ﬂrm?u e
Lqmgdomnof (7‘(9 on' chy Q}‘,mi i 1 Fil 5oy rrhe g teous
'g}gallagcgwe y” p sg{:{’ L. h f,rq smi the; uggofﬂy\an “the
“wickedrappgar?i{i i ibebay, 18 ‘Let; /np Ran. deceive you!
_he;that doeth ,rlghtgau§ne qjls\,mrrht QUS. .1 e that
i smf,lgi knoyw, ll}m,hanﬁ(lﬁegqh .ot his, cgn}p;ap(jmpm,., he is
airhai:’*' (1 Jpo[l)n)bfzﬂolbll% ERLas ‘ I

_,,ﬂVV ith. thegp dogmn?s is, conjoined thlq fact ppqmg oqt of
ﬂle]p,i hat 8l responsxb e persons mush gppear hefoxe the
,\mdvment seat of. Chmt at ]llS nppe'\rmg, gmd give a,cg:opnt
and receive in accordance wuh the gccount t}}ev‘ rendpr, rood
cor,bad, (2 Tim, 1v, 1; 2 Cor. v., 10;; om. Xiv, 1Q,,12'
Lu}\e xix. 15); Now, the comn}umty at large h‘ave no relish
for,such doctrmes They prefel a doctune Lhat leaves fhem
.at llherty They do not, like to be called upon to recognise
the world as, an _evil world—to live in it .as not of 1t.——as
stran“els and pllﬂums—"‘denymv all nngodliness and wmldly
lusts, and livingly soberly and unhteously and godly in the
present, ‘world, logking for that blessed hppe and the glorious
_appearing of the frreat God, and  our Sayiour Jesus Clmst
who gave lumself for| us that he nught .redeem us from all
iniquity and punfy unto hlmself a peculm people, zealous of
goad, ; wmks o (Txt 1. 13, 14)

What are we to say to these, thmfrs? If ]men are to be
falthful to the apostohc testlmony, they have1 no g.lteumtlve
but to | “ come out”, from commupities that both’in works
and words deny 1t. ‘and if , being, spoken against is

. the result, they will accept it in the spirit. of the-
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apostles, who rejoicpd: that : they . were, ;counted worthy
to suffer for the mame of Christ. This has been the
decision of many. Their “ coming out” has neccessarily re-
sulted in the formation of:a scet, and they have called them-
selves by the name * Chrlst‘ldolphmn because of the neces-
sity fora name that will listinguish them from those who
profess a. ‘belief in the Bible but do not submit to, it teach-
ings, and Decause that name "proclaims a2 fact that Christ-
endom has forgotten, viz.,: that . all. who: believe and .obey
Christ.are his.. brethren, whom 5 he: is_not;ashamed to.call,
such.”.{Hebl .ii. 11); :Butas a.sect, they,. have no. qqcerdotql
pxetenslom .iThey are. a; number of Jprivate men and women,,
who have. vurren(‘ernd _to_the claims. of \Scripture, teachmn
by the.exercise,of;the. mestmmble right of private Judnment, .
and wha, on,that, }).wls are sceking.to. ¢ work out their.own
salfation . by .. conformity to the: law of Christ in all thlnge.
They - make public efforts, not Decause ‘they have anything as
of themselves to offer the public, but because that. public,,
effert-is made part of; their duty by:the law,of Christ. They.
are sure,, without hoasting, that they have the truth. They.:
invite. their nelghbours to.. look into the matter, and £ee.
whetber, this .is: so, or -not ; and, finding. that it is 50, 0.
follow the e\amplc of ‘Mr, Chamberlin nnd otllor~, and 1den-
tify: themselves with “ the sect everywhere spoken against.”,.

R
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sehgl %@%Hf;&oﬁhmﬁcﬁm nbifiiatified With thiéfe nititlide;
ut, as far ag the great proportion of that public were con-
_ed ‘the movement: was unheard of, or, where heard of,
d with supreme indifference and dlsregard
,ut of late years, this community has compelled a sort of
‘récognition on the part of e ady ugme%, that justifies us in
8 ecmlly inviting your gqgen dtg, peculiarities as a sect.
{l‘hough its friends are yeﬁ,b n{lans relatively numerous,
db:is,” notwithstanding, fastchédoming a common thing for
out men of education to be found in their ranks, and, in
any cases, identification with them has followed upon the
t determined opposition to the principles upon which
ieir communal existence is founded.
have, to-night, to speak as to the mouthpiece of this sect,
d:to detail to you some of the reasons which compel us to

s
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entirely separate ourselves from all other recognised religious
bodies that associate on Dible grounds, or on what are be-
licved to he sneh,

Tet e say, first of all, that wa do not stand aloof as a
matter of mere nuatural preference. There are great incon-
veniences and disadvantages connected with our posture
of isolation from these movements on behalf of which se
much zeal and piety arve pub forth. It not unfrequently
happeus that the temporal interests of men are advanced by
reason of their religious connectionsg, and a prominent seat in
a church or on a revivalistic platform has often been found
to b a profitable commercial investment.  But there are no
inducements of this order as the result of alliance with the
sech of which we speak.  On the countrary, it is a form of
collective association that in several cases has meant social
disability and peenniary loss.  Tov of all kinds of hatred
amd ostracieny, that has generally proved the most fierce
and determined which has been  generated for religious
rensons. :

There are very many whose fellowship, on natural grounds,
is much to be desived. We can but admire their earnest-
nesg, and the evident intensity of their desire to do what
they believe to ba the will of God; and if merve preference
were to he allowed to govern our action we should doubtless
no longer avoid their company.

We wish you further to understand that we do not, by our
attitude, intend {o illnstrate any invidions distinction in
respect of moral hehaviour, ov to eredit ourselves with moral
excellencies and virtues, for which those from whom we
separale are ncb also conspicuous, 1t is our endeavour to
cavinpdify e i nf Gaddn all these relations, and we
cheerfully recognise the fact that co far as regards the duties
which may be said to arise out of the social compact, there is
much that s commendable in circles other than our own.
But onr contention is that this is not an affair of mere:
moralily, as the word is commonty understood, and that the
Seriptural grounds of fellowship (which are the only true, aud
reasanable, and permanent grounds) are much more extensive
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than are those:on- which a claim to the most ungualified
moral recognition may be established.

Nor do we in the least impugn the sincerity of our friends
in so renouncing their company. - We believe it is their con-
viction that they ave vight and that we are wrong, that they
are doing God’s service, while we are acting a hostile part.
o doubl Viey wie prepired w0 credlv us WILH a sinnlar -
genuousness. But it will be apparent to all that nothing of
any great importance can be established by this appeal
to a- man's sincerity, since there have been  sincere
adheren's of every form of undebatable foolishness and
error. The sincerity of the Apostle aul was every whit ax
genuine before his conversion as it was after. ¢ T verily
thought with myself "—says he—¢“that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts
xxvi. 9). A more siucerely devout man than Cornclius,
could not have been found in the whole of Dalestine. Te
is described as- “one that feared God with all his house,
who gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God
alway” (Acts x. 1).  Such an one in our day would be con-
sidered as in no need of evangelistic abtention, but would
be gladly welcomed as a fellow-lubonrer in the various
ecclesiastical euterprises for whiclh divine approbation is
claimed.  If sincerity had availed for salvation, none would
have been more eligible than Cornclius; yet it was
necessary that the Apostle Peter should be sent to this
devout man to tell him words whereby he and all lus
house should be saved ! (Acts xi. 14). I have no donbt thet
much of the opposition that was encountered by the Apostles
was most sincerely divected and mnspired. [ one case we
read that “The Jews stirved up the derowd and honour
able women, aud the chief wen of the cily, and rvaised
persecution against Panl and Barnabas, and expelled them
out of thetr coasts” (Aets xii. H50). It is impossible to
suppose that their devoutness was accepted in place of «
child-like submission to the gospel; or that it gave than
a title to that eternal life which the Apostles preached.
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‘We: belibve] moteovieri s that: ihethus standing aloof - Ir
others}isvd vidlited ad Iluw:cofusnbirith, adwapostolitallpd
livered, VA galy afid Agdinit-had Hednilnedosbaiyy foir we
vihicaté oudselvessfradivtiny!ehargdof drods wiseliaibableh
imthis slduter. DoTHere drd! fow 16harsdtlmtrelinbgsbrdu
agdinst A velididls comiiithity (fiw ritore faerfdue muthrd:
thise T Wwehid tricharitalile in htrhpostolid denswobifi
areivithont sthe gualiyi whiuh"\PaﬁlnwoiemioHdw;{:w :
about, we are justlyréxtludsdi‘frbny: fher piilpitotabights
retodition) dndosrel become * bs solindind briss, or e tinkd
<ytilbuL?: (Cheruecubation|» therefis; o dniliupilablmiess
not th helightlyprefetred or disntissed o1 We' bughbito belj
«uite sure that there is abundant 'grotiid fot it-bbforewe atal
terfipt o bing Honie! so' wdtidud atid:bo (yweping 1w what,
Tt 6rider tb 'dd thisrit is infdispentable bhiat nwé/kndw pretiut
whiit' the Word “S'G:']l‘érit‘,}} P medhn) dthetwise:wd aredn dan
of fitngimy ndigtaken and ifppioprivte: spithets abroadiast

Allowing ‘BhH”'hpbéitl'é'":8"be"'tlxetiinﬁér‘jjreteﬂ 16§ hisdo
torihg) W find on'tdferring - to 111! Coi-xdiif-thiatoa icharitabl
i {8° el whio = believlth allt thingy? whoothepdiloh
thitigs!? ail@ who ¢trejoicthi in! tiuthit¥ornDoyubtlensyoR)
watllll ave réfasddito tdtogiine vs'ichhritable & Esate oftnt
£roif Whidh thése Thirdsteristics wers abséntd ollhe yues
is; wlihg vmdant he! b sthem 1" e sdraly dntobl Ne
intdfited o téadh thatra chatitablmdd waslready toitg
crédenll 't6\any' ando bvery/storf ¢hdt unightBetdldsitva
eat § lor thirit His Ydx pecthLivn™ and desirerswere | extited:
evetythitig hedieard cotlcdthing' tHe Thture)’ It Ganmibnil
nd-Qfsptite) thit Piial nieaht! to say that & tebly. GharitdbR) s
islotie Wwhahélibves nd hopésifor allithdy isanatiel ofrdiy
testitidfiy dndrpriontiserr  Thdeed| withiouti thigstdsd ofl s
it 14'6Tkarly 1thpdusibitb tHAv aty mahyichns meswét teolohldr
mamder ol Litis aposiviic-aoiillivi) sHdNgiclar i therten
Al thiritablespiretendions, fronit whatever quarter fiey iy
coitldl drdlty! be thuten #h thils: pavtieular! way.ou Thdjrirelivaligy
if “tHéy pevenl faith-and' hope .dnrthosd! Qiveotivme trhichhifs
divinély indieitedin the Seriplurewofstritphsr Thab hiuf
demonstrably uncharitable; in the apostolic senseof thete
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{and for na other sense need we care) who for any rcasen
fTails toirejoice ,11_1,'\vhat, Lanl understood to be  the truth.”

Now .ty will iimnedi}utely be seen that we are thus intro-
duced ito.the main, gnd, iudeed, the. on]y reason. for an atti-
tude of separation sueh.as ours,. : It.is reduged to the con-
\'emeut form of the bunplp engiry !¢ what is the truth ¢ 1f
« taark uuua uuv nuun %3 .uuw xuuv uuuu la, uuw lb “b Lo l(,/()lbé’

“in it 4. Andoaf he daes not rejolce n it, how is he to answer
to Paul’s deseription of a charitable man? o

It is very certain: that the Apostle did sot recognise as
“ charity * the kind of sentiment which in our day goes by
this name. Because i would ]uoml.t Lo entiro abstention
from much. which he distinctly enjoined. .

Ningteenth century charity is but another word fora, com-
promising toleration, and Paul would be considered iu many
respacts  exceedingly intolerant.  Ile unsed very surong
langnaga on several cecasions of wmen who in onr time would
hiave been embraced in the anus.of what is called “a large-
hearted,and comprehensive charity.”  And those of whom h«,
spoke thus strongly were not men who had made themselves
conspicuous by mmmoral behiaviour of any sort (though no
doubt. he would have dealt summarily with all such), they
were wen who had in oue way or another departed from
that 4 form of sound words 7 which he had delivered by the
authority of  Christ himself., . Concerning these he gave
counsel to lis brethren that they were to. avoid thein (Lowm.
xvi: 17), to have no company with them (2 Thess. iii. 14),
to withdraw rrom thene (2 Thess. iii. 6), o twrn wway from
them. (3 Tinw. 1l 8), to * come out from among thewm, and
be separate 7 (2 Cor. vi. 17).  Such counsel doubtless exposed
those who followed it Lo much misrepresentation and abuse
neverthieless it was as binding upon the friends of the trath
as was any. other apostolic injunction.

There is; nuhappily, wide disagrecment amony the readers
of Paul’s letters now-a-days as 1o “What Le veully t,.m«rht under
the general caption, “ihe truud.” AN parties r(.pwm,utmg
all shades of religious conviction are prepaved Lo quote
veliemently and copiously from the apostolic writings in
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support of their respective contentions and views., This may
appear to make the task of deciding with what party the
truth lies, one of pecnlisr embartassment and difficulty toany
impartial person who may he viewing the conflict from the ;
outside. Tt does, no doubt, seem in the estimation of some
as though all religions and theolosical questions had become
involved in sueh complete uncertainty that it iz no longer
possible to make such peints a reason for assuming. an
attitude of apparent unfriendliness towards those who may
conseientionsly differ from ourselves.  They deny that.it is -
in anyhody’s power to say for cortain what the trath is:on
many points of importance, and, therefore, they would have
us smk all differences, and co- n])emm on such broad grounds
as are generally assumed by those who regard the Dible as
divine.

But we are not prepaved to endorse this statement which
affirms a condition of complete nneertainty and fog, as the
present state of all such questions as go to make up what
Panl regarden] as “the truth.”  If it were really so that no
one was justified in speaking at all positively touching these
suhjects, the conditions of fellowship would not exist, or if
they did they would be at the determination of individual -
profmmwo and taste,

There is, we nole, a growing disposition in all the churches
{o widen Lho evtrance, and make more all-cmbracing the
fold ; and somea regard it as aun ideal state of aflairs that all
veligious eommunities whatsoever, should be willing to throw
fm‘(lo their distinctive characteristics, and unite in common
Citvi e Lo adrange whet de vnrv'nr]m] ns ‘“the cause of C}HlSt
And, indeed, if the ~r10nn(]: of ~zclesiastical separation aro
not snch as '1ﬂcct any vital principle it is difficult to justify
the nnmerous separations that have occurred.  If, for instance,
baptism is not imperative, but may be left an open question
to be settled according to individual inclination or vpinion,
in that case there would remain no reasonable ground for
such a division upon this subject as is knowna to exnt in the
case of one denomination, which itself has suffered sub-
division on the same point, although all its members hold
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that the ordinance is not absolutely indispensable to a state
of acceptance with God.

We believe, however, that the apostolic records ave not in
the uncertain condition that would justify the policy which
is now so generally recommended and pusued. A policy of
indiseriminate association for revival and general religious
purposes-—a policy without anv well-defined halinfe toneh
g the most momentous branches of hiiman enyuiry and
hope.

How do we uccount for the element of mist which is said
to envelop these questions, and which inspiration ilself seeins
powerless to dispel # Why don’t men and women come
across the genuine and undoubted truth  concerning all
matters of theologicul debate when they read the Bible?
Why is it necessary that books Le written and lectures
delivered whose object s to el attention to the first prin-
ciples of the oracles of God?  We believe the prineipal
answer to these queries will lie 1 the fact that the Scriptures
are approached with preconceived ideas on the subject of
man’s relation to endless life.  Men come to the Dible, and
conduet revivalistic and other veligious movements, with the
notion in their heads that they are deathless beings.  And
this one conceit deranges everything, and introduces con-
fusion and mystery into every page of the sacred volume.

It is impossible for one who knows the truth on bhis poing
to co-operate in enterprises which are conducted on the very
opposite assnmption ; or to regard such enterprises as having
the least apostolicity of character and vesult.  The Bible can-
not be explained or harmonised on the current hypothesis of
man’s hmuortality.  If there be thus errer at the very
foundation, and stwting point,all that follows musl ecessarily
partake nore or less of the sunie character.  Aud, as a watter
of fact, we find this to be the case. A very diflerent salva-
tion 1s needed for an lmmortal sonl, and a very differcnt
Saviour, from those with which the Seriptures make us
acquainted.  Our kind and well-meaning fiiends say « * Why
don’t you join us at our glovious revival meetings,” and we
are compelled to reply : ¢ Because your meetings do net
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present o single feature which wo can regard-as in aceordance
with the word of God: the gospel préached there does not
agree with what we find written in the prophstic and apos-
tolic Seriptures: we are nob able o persuulde ourselves  that
men are so precions in God’s sight as they are made to appear.
Yo address"them as beings who are destined to'live for ever
in  hdppiness or woe; Whereas we believe that entire
nations of them go for nothing in every divine cstimate-of
their value, and are but so many pevishing forms apart from
tod’s purpose in Christ, to which those only are advanta-
«eotisly related who do His commandiments and hearken unto
the voice of Ilis ward.  The Saviour you preach is’not-in
any sense the same as He Whom the Seriptures reveal.
Yours is the sceond of three co-equal and co-eternal persons ;
whereas ours is the only-begotten Son of the one etarnal God,
in whom the Tather was manifested by His spirit for the .
expression of Ilis will to the bouse of Tsrael, and for'the
putting away of sin. Your Deity needed pacifying by the
vicarious death of Ilis eternal Son @ wherens onrs was “in
Christ reconciling the world unto Timself” (2 Cor. v. 19).
With you the Cross of Christ means the pnyment of a debt ;
while with us it is the vindication of God’s majesty and
lioliness in the circumstances in which man has placed him-
self by transgression, the death of a répresentative sufferer
who bore the nature of the disoheilient to a grave -which
could not hold him for more than three days and three
nights, by reason of Ilis unblemished character before God,
and who thus became a foundation on which others might
build unto life eternal.  Your Holy Spirit is not the same as-
that of which we read in the Scxipburvv for there we find
that men possessed of vhe apive wlwiys cpoke in harmany,
one with another, however 1(*]'1L|\'vly remote the nges in
which they lived ; and they were able to 'lccomplmh many
wonderful works by the Spirit’s power ; whereas, in your
case, no miracles are ever performed, the Spirit is made res-
ponsible for all manner of divergent opinion and practice
which in no sense harmonises with what the Holy Spirit
ancient times ; and everything to which yow

declaved in



IN THEIR TRUE LIGHT. 5t

point us as the work of the Spirit can be explained on nabural
grounds! .According to your view it is the mission of Christ

to savé men from t.he torments of an endless hell ;  whereas.
we holit that He'camo ““ that men might have life, aud that
they. might have it nore nbundantl). Wlile you are
straining every nerve to escape frum an impossible doow, we
see the grave at the end of every human path, and look npon
Christ as the promised Emancipator of men from. its thral-
dom, “the resurrection . and the life.” You are I(mklm;
forward to a celestial recompense, while we are led to an-
ticipate an existence of glory and honour and incorruptibility
upon the earth, in accord with the inspived declaration that
¢ the.righteous shall ivherit:the land, and dwell therein for
ever” (P;. xxxvii. 29).

If we went with you we should ln, required 1o do and say
things :against which: every diclate of enlightened reuson
within us wounld rebel.  We should be expected to encourage:
men to hope for God’s salvation whom society refuses any
longer to endure, and whom it consigns to a violent and
ignominious death for the most horrid forms of crime! 1f
we were to go with you we should sanction by ounr presence
and co-operation the proposition which affirms thut a man in
onr day ean be saved who is either ignorant or unbelieving
of the glad tidings of the kingdom of God as preached 1800
years ago by Jesus and Ilis apostlcb VoI we cast in our lot
with you, it would mean that we had begun to expect that
the world: was to be brought to God by such : agencices as those
pow in operation, a notion utterly untenable in view of the
apostolic declaration that * God has visited the Gentiles to
take out of them a people for s name ” (Aets xv. 14). 1f
we went with you we should only confirm you in what with
all our hearls we believe to be an entively hopeless and fruit-
less form of endeavour; and, before we could do it, we should
have to surrender the conviction which hag been born of
patient and prayerful study of the Scriptures, that the only
hope worth entertaining is ““the hope of Israel 7 for which
Paul was bound with a “chuin (Acts xxviil. 20), the hope of
the promise made of God unto the fathers of the lsraelitish
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nation (Aets xxvi. 6) the hope of the grace that is to be
hrought to the earth at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1
Peter 1. 13).

Naow, before it would be possible for us to jein hands with
the promoters of any of the recognised religions movements
of the day, we should require to get rid of these convictions,
and this could only be done by the destruction of the evi-
dence on which they are based, which cannot be as long as
reason oceupies her seat, and the Seriptures remain open in
onr hands.

We stiinply o not helieve that the Bible teaches human
immortality-—which is, in fact, a contradiction in terms, for
what is Joonan eannot he immortal, and the moment it be-
eomes immortal, ih ceases to be human,  Nor do we believe
that in the inspired pages there is the slightest countenance
given to any of the other doetrines on which the popular
aystems have to depend for their success.  We do not be-
lieve that the gospel consists of the story that is commonly
tokl in pulpits about Jesus having appeased God’s anger by
his death, and suffered in the sinner’s roam and stead—thus
rendering 16 unnecessary for men to do anything towards
theiv own salvalion.  We could in no wise undertake to preach
such a gosprel as that, for to us it confounds every sentiment
of justice, and every principle of reason ; and has not, we are
snre, the smallest countenance in any part of the Scriptures.
The facnlty by which we sift, and analyse, and judge, is
distinetly tuviled to employ itself upon the things which
have been revealed, 14 is a “reasonable service” which is
sequidicd af o handa Such a service is impossible on the
current hypothesis of Christ’s death. It 13 undoubiediy «
part of the Gospel as procluimed by the apostles, that Christ
died for the sins of weu according to the Scriptures (1 Cor.
xv. 3).  But in what sense is this statement to be under-
stood 7 Are we to extract from it the idea that in dying
Christ was the substitute of those who are to derive advantage
from his death ? Z%at notion would surely commit us to
a variety of embarrassing conclusions, It would mean that
there was no chance for Christ himself—no possibility of his



IN THEIR TRUE LIGHT. 53

escape from the power of the giave, for he who suffers

vicariously submits to all the couditions which properly

attach io the case of him instead of whom le suffers.  Man

being under sentence to return to the dust because of sin, it
is obvious that nothing could possibly rescue his substifute

from the same fate, for the moment he was reseucd from it,

his character as a substitute would dizappear.

But it was also a part of the apestolic gospel that Chirist
“pose again the third day.” He never could have doue that
il lhe curieny L:m\u‘, Ul diis GCHLIL WEre LIUe. lu that case
the grave would have claimed him as its ocenpant for ever,
and there would have been no release for him from the
death-penalty which man had incurred.

And then liow are we to believe that in some mysterious
way Christ endured while on the cross the entire accumula-
tion of sufferings which were due to all mankind from the
days of Adam downwards—sulferings that were to last for
ever—all crowded into the brief space of o few hours, and
even then endured for the most part in vain, since it is the
contention of our friends that only a fraction of the Luman
race “will actually experience the salvation which Christ died
to effect !

You will readily see that these thoughts amount to a total
disqualification for our joimiug in the popular religious
movements of the day. We should sitnply be guilty of pretence
and sham, were we to engage ourselves in a work which did
such violence to the Scriptures, and offered such continual
amd gross aflvont to the organ by whieh we reason and judyge.

We caunot believe that human betugs are in dunger of
being “ bumt alive for ever,” or of spending cternity in any
mental condition of which such unspeakable torment would
be at all an appropriate figure.  And we ddiscard this fiction
on the authority of the Seriptures, which declare  that
destruction is the end of all ungodly men, and that the wages
of sin is death, and that all the wicked shadl pass away, and
be 10 more, aud utterly perish in their own corraption.  Nor
do we believe that the Bible anywhere affords real encourage-
ment to that “hope of heaven” which is so dear to the
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hearts of devout men.  Were we to fall in with the aggres-
sive religions movements of the times, we shonld have to
keep our wmouths shut on  the subject of this most
unfounded and delusive expectation, which is not only
contradictory  of  Christ’s  explicit  declarntion  that
“no man hath ascended up to heaven” (John iii. 13), bub
also diverls the popular attention from the glories which do
really await the faithful in the kingdowmn of God, a kingdom
which it is God’s good pleasire to give to all who believe His
word, and do His will, and glorify His name (Luke xii. 32),
a kingdom that is to be established on the earth (Dan. ii. 44),
the kingdom of Israel restored, in the hands of the Lord
Jesus, who to this end was born, and for this cause came
into the world (Tuke i 32: Aets 1. 6:-John xvili, 37), a
kingdom that will place a sheaf of sceptres under the arm
of the immortal son of Ciad, sceptres which He will ‘have
wrenched from the grasp of the fallible ‘potentates wlio have
exercised anthority over the nations of the earth ; a king-
dom that will tolerate no rival, and never pass from heir to
heir; a kingdom by means of which the afllicted sons and
daughters of men will be rescued from all -the evils of ' their
(muhlmn, and Jehovalh’s name be exalted from the rising to
the setbing of the sun.

Were we to join our religious neighbours in thcn wcll
meant endeavours, it wonld be neces sary for nus to keep
silence on thic glovious matter of our hope, without- the
mention of which we are persnaded there can be-no pro-
clamation of the gospel \\'llich was  preached in  apostolic
Umes.  ve shoade Lave Lo contont anvealvns as hestowe
might with another gospel n]mgclhm, and so render ourselves
ohnoxious to the solemn anathema swhich Paul did not
consider too emphatic to be uttered respecting any who might
thus subvert the testimony which he himscl had delivered :
“As we said before, so say T now again.  1f any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let
him be accursed” (Gal. i. 9).

Nor is this all.  Ior, in co-operation with the sects around
us which recognise each other’s existence on a fraternal basls,
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we should be giving counlenance o the proposition that men
can attain a state of justification before God, withoub con-
forming to those requirements which were delivered in the
first century by divine anthority as the sole conditions ou
which il was possible for any to gain clermal life.  We tind
on examining the records which make us acyuainted with
the work of the apostles, that they not only ryequired men
to believe their testimony concerning the kingdom of Guol,
and the name of Jesus Churist. but also to he honticed i
water for the remission of sins.  This is a fact which no one
will dispute who is acquainted wilh the apostolic Scriptures.
Wheun, on the day of Pentecost, the devout Jews asked Peter
what they should do, the answer was,“ Repent and be baptised
every one of you in the name of Jesus Chuist, for the re-
mission of sins” (Acts ii. 38). Nor laler on did this same
apostla make an exception in favour of Cornelius. He
asked, “ Can any man forbid water that these should not be
baptised 7 And then “ he commanded them to be baptised
in the name of the Lord” (Acts x. 47).  The apostle Panl
also insisted upon the same fuorm of subjection to the will of
Christ, declaring in Gal. iii. 27, thal as many of them s
had been bptised into Christ, had put on Chuist, and so
become ¢ Abraliam’s seed, and lweirs aceording to the
prowmise.” .

There was nndoubtedly perfect unanimity of piactice
among the apostles as regards this ordinance.  This was ad-
mitted by the late Dean Stanley, in a remarkable paper which
he contributed some few years before his death to the Nine-
teenth Ceutury magazine,  When the Samarituns  believed
Philip, ¢ they were baptised, both men und women” (Acts
viii. 12).

Now, is this the practice ainong all who ave said to receive
the grace of God in the present day ?  Are converts al revi-
val meetings, and other religious services required to be
“ baptised for the rewmission of sins?”  Are not these pain-
fully embarrassing questions ¢ Is it not a fact that nothing
of the kind is insisted upon under such circmmstances, and
that men and women are allowed to depart from these assem-
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blies  without having their attention directed to the
divinely-appointed means  of  hecoming  related to the
work of Christ?  Supposing that. the subject matter
of this popnlar preaching revealed no divergence from the
truth as made known by the apostles, by ‘what authority
would men be exeused from submission to the gospel in the
way appointed ? Has there been a future revelation of the
divine mind abrogating this law of immersion as the means
of induction into Christ? Who will take upon himself the
tremendous responsibility of afirming that the statute re-
quniring those who helieve the ﬂospel to be * buried with
Chirist by baplism into his death ” has leen authoritatively
set aside ¥ Who will venture to affirm that what God has
eomunandded is matier for private choice as convenience and
taste may direct ?

We muast be excused if we alect to be guided by the Serip-
tures in preference to the customs of men. The most
cminenl ecclesiastic of the present day cannot boast a serap
of real authority to alter one iota of those commands: which
have  descended  from apostolic  times.  HMe stands
in no more favourad a position as regards divine obligations
than that of the most ignorant and obscure of men. 1f he
wants eternal lifo——if he desires to have a part with Christ
in the matchless honour and glory which will appertain lo
the Kingdem of God ; if he aspires to a place among Llhe
tmmortal =ons of Deity in th: day of their manifestation
upon tho earth, then it is indizpensable that he humble him-
self, and beeome as o little child, and thankfully submit to
tHOSE APTANZLIILS Wil Gl was prioivsuie b0 ks by the
hand of ll.|.~, well-heloved Son 1,800 years ago, arrangements
which have nover hren changed by divine consent froim that
day “to this, but which, alas ! have been very seriously
modified and disregarded by men of corrupt minds, who early
suczeeded in drawing away the sympathy and allegiance of
their brethren from tlie puwity and simplicity of the faith,
and who, by this means, inaugurated that evil state of things
in the midst of which the light of the Gospel went entirely
out (for anything listory has to say to the contrary),
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v

and;whichifilled the esrth, with ¢.coun terfeit imitation of the
apastolie opiginal, whiclyis, mow.curnent . everywhere as the
gORRIM® CQilLidun mi3 st nan i s 1
.536 will doubtless, by thig. timne, be. perceived that, we .are
L eosguse qUaNngy to.take, park 11 the religious. operations
that ape goipg.gn Around us.; Jvan if we were to associate with
onndevout;naighbonrs.and kinsfelkin.the fuptherange of
sughsanhemes; our.room; would, goon;be.yery much., preferred
tadourtsompany; and:onsipresencd would be felt to, be.an in-
conyenienge and a;bore. i For the trufh: would act ag-g.fire in
onrihonedaudlt: wonld prevent us from: holding -our tongues,
apflwptidinglsesily.slowmiin she midst of., what.we knew .to
haiifianahts dwithfallagy:s and . peril.. 'We lament . that it
showldidie: igoiv ot 1,8 griefq and.a, prin to; see so imuch zeal
and devoutness and intelloctual ability engaged on behalf of
enganprisas which, atart.on: false. assumptions, and :are bound
tdoeQmd T to. npothing, . .80. far as,) eternal results are con-
pgmad.s Jzood Jonoss st oy uly o

i ‘Thesesnn,donbt. seeny -extraordinary, snd seven outragenus
things. for, i man.to say ; and.the first,impulse is often one
ofsoivingled indignation. and contempt; at the .apparent,auda-
city f . snolus wholessle, impeachment of the seclarian insti-
tutiois ofiithesday.; That anyene.should have the temerity
terarsaizru, the jwhole of Christendom, and charge. it with de-
parsugadrom. the fruthof God,in. respect of ecvery element of
itydg:connideredsithe climax,of ipresumpbion, if, indeed, it be
no khd ach.of o8 wadman.: 1t i3.0ffirmed. thaf the great and
good fi;thialandprevions generations .cannot.huve been in
arror{d IWhy wotl..Wera they. .infallible§,  Had they the
gisﬁtgqigimpimbigp 1.1, DidGod :speak - through them as He
spokethrough. the ~prophets :and -apostles in ancient. times ?
Avesutgunol-at, liberty ta compare. their utterance with those
afirthe,dlivine:Spivik,: wlich _are: racorded - for .our instruc-
lon. b ire me:incompetent. for this work .of comparison ?
Must we rneedsiffake soverything .as a matter-of-course ?
Musks weo: go [through o life. with our. eyes closed, and
guriajudgment. and . understanding - sealed against all

S

{nvestigation 1. .Is .piety necessarily a guarantee of

IPEIRE VS R P e
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truth 1 May not devoutness he allied to grievous ervor?
Does it not often happen that sineerity is the handmaid of
superstition 7 ITs it not a fack that men as often inherit
their veligion as the eomplexion of their ecountenances, or the
colour of their hair?  Who will deny that it altogether de-
pends npon what University or College a youth graduates at
as to the particular brand he boavs throngh life?  Is it not
notarionsly inconventent and diffiewlt to make a change that
involves the sacrifice of reputation and friends and livelihood,
and to start life afresh on entively unacenstomed lines?
Ave there not innnmerable considerations which operate to
cheek enquiry and to stifle dissatisfaction and doubt ; and
which abundantly account for the gnneral loyalty of men to
the baseless pretensions of traditional theology in this our
(]:l)’ ?

We emmestly beseech you to give these things your
unhinssed thought.  The mistakes of others, however pious
they may be, can never ha any goold exense for you, as long
as you are capable of searching for yourselves. Surely a
man’s only safeby lies in his complete subjection to the will
of Ctod, as reveded in the Seriptures of truth. A lie is none
the less a lie, though excited multitudes run after it, and
extol it, and praise the man who speaks it. Therefore we
ask you to make yourselves acquainted with divine truth—
to go to the fountain-heat of saving knowledge, and compare
what you find writken in the Bible with the things you were
taught in childhood to believe.  Tf you go honestly to work
ML LIS Wity, Woo i ain the enwne raanlt will follow in
your case that has bappencd in ours—you will be astonished
—as we were—that you ever could be so blind and foolish
as to give credence to the dogmas in which youn were reared ;
and you will be delighted with the wisdom, and the beauty,
and the harmony which characterise the writings of the
apostles and prophets, than which we have no other guide
:mid the confusion and darkness which God has permitted
to prevail in the earth—but which will assuredly disappear
in the presence of that Great Light which, in the person of
the Lord Jesus, has alveady for a brief period and over
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a limited area diffused its glovious beams, but which is des-
tined to shine again with matchless splendour, and to be the
light and strength and joy of every man that cometh into
the world.

8F The reader s earnestly requested Lo procure the largsr works
advertised on  the cover which will bz jound (o conlein claborate
L «‘u}/t“n;u/lt.vl;g sty WrYeHCes oL L BICLONS SHGpects Lo
whz’cﬂ'meuassm'ilg/ but lbiief allusion is made in the couwrse of the

/’uré{/oi ng leclures.
L 4.




